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Introduction 

 The purpose of this self-teaching YALA 

book is to enable Yala speakers, who are literate 

in English, to teach themselves how to read and 

write Yala. 

 It is hoped that this self-teaching grammar 

will also be of bene t to those presently teaching 

in government schools and adult education clas-

ses. 

 Once an individual has completed the en-

tire self-teaching grammar series of lessons, he or 

she can sit for an examination.  A “pass” on this 

examination will entitle the individual to receive a 

certi cate in the mother tongue. 

 Your comments, suggestions, and criticisms 

are encouraged in order that the authors of this 

grammar book may improve upon future editions. 

 We want to give much credit to Reverends 

Eugene Bunkowske and Allan Buckman and Mr. 

Ferdinand Ogar Orji, whose contributions as mem-

bers of the Yala linguistic and evangelism teams 

have made this self-help book  possible. 
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 We also want to “thank” those individuals 

who have o,ered invaluable advise and suggestions 

in the formation of this self-teaching grammar. 

 The authors request that no portion of this 

book be reproduced without the express written per-

mission from them.  Please address any comments 

you may have to the authors: 

    Mr. Anthony Okache 

    Mr. Ron G. Merritt 

    Yala Language Council 

    Okpoma, Yala LGA 

    Ogoja, Cross River State,  

    Nigeria. 

 

  

    First Edition 1978 
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UNITUNITUNITUNIT     1111    Yala VowelsYala VowelsYala VowelsYala Vowels        

Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1    Yala Vowels   “a”  and  “Yala Vowels   “a”  and  “Yala Vowels   “a”  and  “Yala Vowels   “a”  and  “ ɛ”ɛ”ɛ”ɛ”    
The Yala vowel  “a” 

 There are seven (7) Yala vowel sounds. The English 

alphabet lists #ve (5) vowels-but in fact there are many 

more.  In this lesson, you will only learn two Yala vowels. 

 Before proceeding on with the lesson let us remind    

ourselves that we are learning to read and write Yala. The 

letter  chosen to represent the Yala sound may look like its 

English     counterpart but in some instances will be pro-

nounced di-erently. 

 Every person, no matter what language he speaks as 

a #rst language must be taught how to read and write his 

mother tongue. Everyone is not literate at the beginning of 

life.  Remember that the ability to speak a language is NOT 

the same as having the ability to read and write it. No one is 

literate until he is able to read and write a language 0uently- 

usually this   language he learns to speak from his parents. 

 The #rst Yala vowel we will learn is the letter / a /.    

The sound of this symbol is found in these Yala words: 

1. abā   master  3. ad̍ā        father  

2. at̍ā  pepper  4. akataa̍ka  a dancing group. 

 

You may have wondered what the marks are that appear 

above the vowels. At this time, I will simply tell you that 

there are tone marks.  You will learn about tone later. 
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 The Yala vowel sound / a/ is quite similar to the    

English vowel sound found in the word  /father/. 

 

In order to test yourself to see if you can write this vowel 

sound correctly, some English words are given. You are to 

write the Yala words which have the same meaning. 

Exercise 1Exercise 1Exercise 1Exercise 1 

Write the Yala words on the blank spaces below.       

1. bell     _____________________________    

2. master  _____________________________   

3. onion   _____________________________ 

4. vomit  _____________________________ 
Check your answer on page 103 

The Yala Vowel / ɛ / The Yala Vowel / ɛ / The Yala Vowel / ɛ / The Yala Vowel / ɛ /     

Another important vowel sound in Yala is the letter /ɛ/.  

It is very important that you always write this symbol exactly as it 

appears here.  This vowel sound is heard in the following Yala 

words: 

1. yɛjɛ    leopard 

2. ɛjī   boundary 

3.  ɛbɛ     place 

4. ɛmiyɛ    mosquito 

This vowel sound /ɛ/ is spoken and must be written the 

same way every time you see it in Yala. This vowel sound 

is also found in these English words: bet, set, let, get, wet, 

met. 
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ExerciseExerciseExerciseExercise 2      

The English words are given below. You are to write the 

Yala word that has the same meaning on the blank spaces 

below. 

1. meat      _____________________________ 

2. cray#sh  _____________________________ 

3. person   _____________________________ 

4. 0ower/fruit   _____________________________ 

5. world    _____________________________ 

6. bird  _____________________________ 

7. hunger   _____________________________ 

8. master  _____________________________ 

 
Now that you have completed this exercise, check your  

answers and make corrections where necessary. 



11 

Lesson 2      Yala Vowels   “i”  and  “ɔ”Lesson 2      Yala Vowels   “i”  and  “ɔ”Lesson 2      Yala Vowels   “i”  and  “ɔ”Lesson 2      Yala Vowels   “i”  and  “ɔ”    

The Vowel / ɔ /The Vowel / ɔ /The Vowel / ɔ /The Vowel / ɔ /    
 The sound of this symbol is found in the Yala word  

“Ɔga”̍ male name. This is the same sound as in the English 

words:   all, ball, always, caught, hawk/.  Pigeon English 

prounounces /or/ as the sound /ɔ/ as in /ornament/, /order/ and   

/ordain/.  This sound is also found in the following Yala words:   

 1. ɔg̍ɔd̍ɔ ̍  walking stick 

 2. ɔrɔ ̄     soup 

 3. ɔlɔɔ̍bahɛ gun 

 4. ɔchwɔl̄ɛ ̍ chief 

 The /ɔ/ sound in Yala is similar to the sound found  

in these English words: awful, caught, sought. 

You always write this symbol as it appears here.  

Exercise 3Exercise 3Exercise 3Exercise 3    

 The English word is given below.  You are to write the 

Yala word with the same meaning on the blank spaces below. 

1.  neck   __________________________  

2.  hawk  __________________________ 

3.  sun  __________________________  

4.  hole  __________________________ 
Now that you have completed this exercise, check 

your answers. Correct your mistakes where necessary. Practice  

writing other Yala words where this vowel /ɔ/ can be found. 
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The Yala Vowel / i /The Yala Vowel / i /The Yala Vowel / i /The Yala Vowel / i /    
The sound of this letter / i / is found in these Yala words. 

 ib̍i  jump 

 ic̍hic̍hi ̍  tomorrow 

 ichi ̍  to su-er 

 ihī   yam 

 iw̍i ̍  ant 

The /i/ sound in Yala is similar to the sound found in the 

English words:  me, see, plea, eat and beat. 

    

Exercise 4Exercise 4Exercise 4Exercise 4    

 The English word is given below. 

You are to write the Yala word that has the same meaning 

on the blank spaces below. 

1.  market   _________________________ 

2.  back    _________________________ 

3.  jump / charcoal _________________________ 

4.  tomorrow   _________________________ 
Be certain to write the correct answers above any mistake.   
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Exercise 5Exercise 5Exercise 5Exercise 5    

Practice writing words using the letters we have  

learned / i / and / ɔ /: 

 

1. ___________________________________________ 

2.  ___________________________________________ 

3.  ___________________________________________ 

4.  ___________________________________________ 

5.  ___________________________________________ 

6.  ___________________________________________ 

7.  ___________________________________________ 

8. ___________________________________________ 

9. ___________________________________________ 

10. ___________________________________________ 
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Lesson 3 Lesson 3 Lesson 3 Lesson 3     Review of Lessons 1 and 2Review of Lessons 1 and 2Review of Lessons 1 and 2Review of Lessons 1 and 2    
Exercise 6Exercise 6Exercise 6Exercise 6    

 You are to write the Yala word that has the same 

meaning as the English on the blank spaces . Remember to 

write the correct Yala letter with the appropriate sound. 

 

1.   round #sh net   ____________________________ 

2.   white melon seed  ____________________________ 

3.   belly    ____________________________ 

4.   #re place   ____________________________ 

5.   fortune telling   ____________________________ 

6.   elephant   ____________________________ 

7.   elder    ____________________________ 

8.   beak    ____________________________ 

9.   #re   ____________________________ 

10. yam   ____________________________ 

 
Check your work and correct your mistakes . 
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Lesson 4        The  Vowels  /o/ and /ɔ/Lesson 4        The  Vowels  /o/ and /ɔ/Lesson 4        The  Vowels  /o/ and /ɔ/Lesson 4        The  Vowels  /o/ and /ɔ/    
The vowel / ɔ / is di-erent from the vowel / o /.   

They are two di-erent vowels. 

 

The vowel “o” is found in these Yala words: 

ogorigo  praying mantis 

oromu̍   orange 

oko            parrot 

okpoo            money 

The vowel “ɔ” is found in these words: 

Example 

wɔrɔ 

wɔbɔ 

ɔkɔ 

ɔba 

Practice reading the contrast between “o” and “ɔ” in Yala.  

ogo  calabash 

ɔk̍ɔ ̄  neck  

Okojo  man’s name 

obījo̍  cane rat 

ɔgɔdɔ ̍  sta- 

ɔkpɔkpɔ bamboo  

obubu  dust 

ɔchi   tree   

Ɔwɔ  God 

ɔnɛ   evening  



16 

Exercise 7Exercise 7Exercise 7Exercise 7    

The English words are given below.  You are to write the 

Yala word that has the same meaning on the blank spaces 

below. 

1. black   _____________________________________   

2. neck  _____________________________________ 

3. namesake  _____________________________________    

4. basket   _____________________________________    

5. ear   _____________________________________ 

6. fufu  _____________________________________ 

7. tin   _____________________________________ 

8. great  _____________________________________ 

9. playground   _____________________________________ 

10. gun powder    _____________________________________ 

11. God  _____________________________________ 

12. servant  _____________________________________ 
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Lesson 5    The Yala  Vowel  / e /  and  / ɛ /Lesson 5    The Yala  Vowel  / e /  and  / ɛ /Lesson 5    The Yala  Vowel  / e /  and  / ɛ /Lesson 5    The Yala  Vowel  / e /  and  / ɛ /    
 The English language does not separate the sounds /

e/ and /ɛ/.  Yala writes them separately to make it easier for 

them to be read.  You must always remember to write them 

di-erently. 

 The sound of the vowel “e” is found in the follow-

ing English words: say; way, day, gate, date, ate, crate; 

eight.   This vowel  /e / is always pronounced and written in 

one way in Yala. Thus you write the / e / as in eje” (beans).   

 

This vowel “e” is found in these Yala words. 

yēkpē   bottle 

yeje ̍    brukutu/bickity 

E̍de ̍   a male name 

ehe ̍   no 

 

Here the contrasts of the vowel “e” and “ɛ” may be heard 

in these words.  Practice reading the contrasts. 

Ɛjɛ  male name  eje   beans 

yɛjɛ  leopard   yeje  tears 
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Exercise Exercise Exercise Exercise 8  

The English words are given below. You are to write the 

Yala word that has the same meaning on the blank spaces 

below.  Be careful to write the /e/ and /ɛ/ seperately:  

1.  cow  _____________________________________   

2.  water   _____________________________________   

3. meat  _____________________________________ 

4.  locust bean seed     ___________________________  

5. frog  _____________________________________ 

6.  truth    _____________________________________  

7. land  _____________________________________ 

8. dance   _____________________________________ 

9. dew     _____________________________________ 

10. goat  _____________________________________ 

 
Check your answers  and correct them where necessary. 
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Lesson 6Lesson 6Lesson 6Lesson 6        ReviewReviewReviewReview    

Let us begin by rewriting the seven Yala vowels. Following 

is a list containing examples of each Yala vowel. 

 a   as in ab̍agalā  #shing net 

 i    as in ihī   yam 

 e    as in eje  beans 

 ɛ    as in Yɛhɛ   Yala village 

 o    as in ogorigo  praying mantis 

 ɔ    as in wɔrɔ ̄  ear 

 u    as in unu   #ght 

 The capital letters are written / O / and / Ɔ /.   The / e / 

vowel sound is heard in the word eg̍ēree̍ge”  (speci#c yam 

type). The / ɛ / sound is heard in the word “ɛbɛ”̍ (meat).  

The capital letters are written “E” for / e / and “Ɛ” for / ɛ /. 

 

Read the following sentences:   

1.  Oko bal̍a Okojo re lɛya. 

     Oko and Okojo are friends. 

2.  Oko bal̍a Okojo e ta iko. 

    Oko and Okojo are in a play. 

3. Okojo de iko de Oko, o ka iko numa, ɔlɔ e ka ɛla gbaa. 

    Okojo hit Oko with his iko, Oko said that this iko was    

 louder. 

4.  Oko ta iko bal̍a ikokoriiko yinu. 

    Oko played his ikokoriiko.     
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Exercise 9Exercise 9Exercise 9Exercise 9    

 The English words are given below: 

You are to write in the Yala meaning for that very word on the 

blank spaces provided. 

1.  face/eye  __________________________________ 

2. matches  __________________________________ 

3. masquerade  __________________________________ 

4. fowl  __________________________________ 

5. cutting grass _________________________________ 

6. drum  __________________________________ 

7. today   __________________________________ 

8. su-er  __________________________________ 

9. language  __________________________________ 

10. war  __________________________________ 

11. servant  __________________________________ 

12. shirt   __________________________________ 

13. liver   __________________________________ 

14. tse tse 0y __________________________________ 

15. pap  __________________________________ 
If you make a few mistakes in writing some of the vowels      

correctly, practice writing other Yala words with these vowels. 
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UNIT 2UNIT 2UNIT 2UNIT 2    Yala ConsonantsYala ConsonantsYala ConsonantsYala Consonants    

Lesson 7Lesson 7Lesson 7Lesson 7    The Consonant ‘gb’The Consonant ‘gb’The Consonant ‘gb’The Consonant ‘gb’    
 Please note that each consonant that is introduced 

will always have a vowel so that the full sound may be 

heard clearly. 

 There are seven Yala vowels.  

 There are twenty-three Yala consonants. 

 The Yala alphabet has thirty letters . 

Let us examine the Yala consonant / gb /.  This consonant 

looks like the English letter / g / and / b /. But in Yala they 

are written together. Yala also has the letters / g / and / b / 

written and pronounced separately too.  The / g / appears in 

the word “Ɔga”̍ and the letter / b / in the word “Ɔ̍ba”̍.   

Note that the consonant / gb / is never written apart. 

 

The following words contain the letters /g/, /b/ and /gb/. 

1. gbɔlɛhi   good morning  

2. obījo̍  cane rat  

3. abā  master 

4. igbagba  zinc 

5. igbagri   towel 

6. wɔgɔ  hawk 

7.     ɔga  hare 

8. igbarābā  bean type 

9. ɔgu  line 

10. ig̍bat̍ɛ   guinea worm 
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Exercise: 10   Exercise: 10   Exercise: 10   Exercise: 10    

Write the Yala word that has the same meaning as the   

English word; underline the “gb” whenever it occurs in the 

Yala word:   

As in gbɔlɛhi  

1. namesake   ____________________________ 

2. red monkey  ____________________________ 

3. mai mai   ____________________________ 

4. cry    ____________________________ 

5. mat   ____________________________ 

6. think    ____________________________ 

7. banana   ____________________________ 

8. sorry   ____________________________ 

9. night watch   ____________________________ 

10. go there  ____________________________ 
Perhaps you make a few mistakes, if you keep trying and be 

sure to practice writing other Yala words with “gb”       

consonant sound every day. 
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Lesson 8  Lesson 8  Lesson 8  Lesson 8          The Yala Consonant ‘ng’The Yala Consonant ‘ng’The Yala Consonant ‘ng’The Yala Consonant ‘ng’    
 These two letters together form a consonant “ng”, it 

is not “n” and “g”. It is always “ng” which is a sound of its 

own. This consonant can be found in these Yala words: 

 ɛngu̍   bee 

 lɛn̄gū   musical instrument 

 lɛngū   nose 

It can also be found in English words like: ‘sing’ and 

‘English’. 

Exercise 11Exercise 11Exercise 11Exercise 11    

 The English word appears below. You are to write 

the Yala word which has the same meaning. Underline the 

“ng” in the Yala word you write. 

1. Satan   ____________________________ 

2. bee   ____________________________ 

3. date palm ____________________________ 

4. nose   ____________________________ 
Try and think of more Yala words having “ng”. 

1. ____________________________ 

2.  ____________________________ 

3.  ____________________________ 

4.  ____________________________ 

5. ____________________________  
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Lesson 9      The two Consonants  / l / and / r / Lesson 9      The two Consonants  / l / and / r / Lesson 9      The two Consonants  / l / and / r / Lesson 9      The two Consonants  / l / and / r /     
The Yala Consonant / l /The Yala Consonant / l /The Yala Consonant / l /The Yala Consonant / l /    

 This / l / consonant is freely used by the two      

dialects in Yala.  

 

Examples of words that have this letter “l” can be found. 

 gāla ̍  seek 

 wɔlɛ ̍  home 

 ɔla ̍  #re 

 wɔlā   sleep 

 lɛgɔ ̄  axe 

 

The Yala Consonant / r /    The Yala Consonant / r /    The Yala Consonant / r /    The Yala Consonant / r /        

This  is the only letter that is in contrast with the letter / l /. 

In  the ad̍a/̍ɔkpamɛ dialect, where / r / is used by the people 

of the East, the / r / is changed to / l / thus: 

 wɔrɔ ̄  ‘ear’  is changed to     wɔlɔ ̄ 

 ra ̍ ‘buy’ is changed to        la ̍

 arī  ‘palm oil’ is changed to   alī 

 re ̍ ‘eat’  is changed to          le ̍

Need examples of contrastNeed examples of contrastNeed examples of contrastNeed examples of contrast    

 rɛ stand  lɛ 

 ra ̍ buy  la ̍

 rɛ  to stand  lɛ 

 la ̍ to seek  ra ̍
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Note:Note:Note:Note:    
Before writing Yala, all dialects agreed to use the Ɔkpɔma Before writing Yala, all dialects agreed to use the Ɔkpɔma Before writing Yala, all dialects agreed to use the Ɔkpɔma Before writing Yala, all dialects agreed to use the Ɔkpɔma 

dialect as a standard dialect for reading and writing Yala.  dialect as a standard dialect for reading and writing Yala.  dialect as a standard dialect for reading and writing Yala.  dialect as a standard dialect for reading and writing Yala.  

This is why the Ada   dialect is not used in writing Yala.     This is why the Ada   dialect is not used in writing Yala.     This is why the Ada   dialect is not used in writing Yala.     This is why the Ada   dialect is not used in writing Yala.     

It should be also noted that ALL dialects are good and should It should be also noted that ALL dialects are good and should It should be also noted that ALL dialects are good and should It should be also noted that ALL dialects are good and should 

be used for communication.be used for communication.be used for communication.be used for communication.    

    

Exercise 12Exercise 12Exercise 12Exercise 12    

Write these words in Yala.  Do not use A̍da ̍or kpamɛ Yala. 

1. snail    ____________________________ 

2. bush mango  ____________________________ 

3. shirt    ____________________________ 

4. toad    ____________________________ 

5. seven   ____________________________ 
Thank you for your e-ort. 
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Lesson 10      The Yala consonants / f / and / h Lesson 10      The Yala consonants / f / and / h Lesson 10      The Yala consonants / f / and / h Lesson 10      The Yala consonants / f / and / h ////    
The Yala Consonant / f /.The Yala Consonant / f /.The Yala Consonant / f /.The Yala Consonant / f /.    

    The letter / f / appears frequently in the Yala      

language.  Please read the following words: 

 afrɔ  snore 

 fiy̍ɛ ̍  privately 

 līfīyē  left 

The Yala Consonant / h /.The Yala Consonant / h /.The Yala Consonant / h /.The Yala Consonant / h /.    

Read the following examples of words using the / h / letter:  

 ahuhu   breeze 

        igbīihi   back 

        ihī   yam 

        ihu   mushroom 

 

Exercise 13Exercise 13Exercise 13Exercise 13    

You are now to write the following word in Yala. 

1. root pepper    ____________________________ 

2. pray    ____________________________ 

3. blame   ____________________________ 

4. 0ute    ____________________________ 

5. a wall   ____________________________ 

6. swampy place ____________________________ 
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Lesson 11      The   Yala Consonant “ngm”Lesson 11      The   Yala Consonant “ngm”Lesson 11      The   Yala Consonant “ngm”Lesson 11      The   Yala Consonant “ngm”    
 The “ngm” sound is heard quite often in Yala.  

Please read the following Yala words. 

 ngmat̍ū   increase 

 ngmɛɛ̍chɛ   come out 

 ngmo̍    kill 

 āngmārāngmā   wheel 

Please read the following contrasting words: 

 

 ngm   m  ng 

1. wɔngma  yamā  ongu 

2. wɔngmɛ ̄  ɔmɛ  ɛn̍gɔ ̍

3. an̍gmɔ   ɔmu  ɔngaj̍ī 

 

Exercise 14Exercise 14Exercise 14Exercise 14    

Try to write the Yala word beside these words. 

1. long, heavy drum  ____________________________ 

2. teach   ____________________________ 

3. clean/ #t   ____________________________ 

4. quick   ____________________________ 

5. kill    ____________________________ 

6. imitate  ____________________________ 

7. bicycle wheel ____________________________ 

8. every day  ____________________________ 
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Lesson 12.    The Yala Consonant “ny”Lesson 12.    The Yala Consonant “ny”Lesson 12.    The Yala Consonant “ny”Lesson 12.    The Yala Consonant “ny”    
Please review words with the letters ‘ny’ in the Yala      

language. 

         The “ny” sound: 

Read the following Yala words that contain  

the consonant / ny /. 

 anyī             liver 

 anyā    women 

 yarinyan̍yā      cameleon 

Exercise 15Exercise 15Exercise 15Exercise 15    

Write the following words which contain the  

consonant “ny” 

1. hoe   ________________________________ 

2. elephant  ________________________________ 

3. old person ________________________________ 

4. sheep  ________________________________ 

5. iron trap ________________________________ 

6. woman ________________________________ 

7. night  ________________________________ 

8. salt  ________________________________ 

9. friend  ________________________________ 

10.  elephant ________________________________ 

11. to bury ________________________________ 
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Lesson 13    Review of the Yala Consonants Lesson 13    Review of the Yala Consonants Lesson 13    Review of the Yala Consonants Lesson 13    Review of the Yala Consonants     
Yala Alphabet Chart:Yala Alphabet Chart:Yala Alphabet Chart:Yala Alphabet Chart:    

Especially note some of the less familiar letters.  When you 

read these letters make certain you read them correctly. 

Here is the entire Yala alphabet: 

1.  a as in ad̍ā  father 

2. b as in abā  master 

3. ch as in ɔc̄hī  day 

4. d as in ad̍u  crowd 

5. e as in ehe ̍  no 

6. ɛ as in yɛhɛ ̍  a village 

7. f as in u#ye  broom 

8. g as in igu̍  cotton tree 

9. gb as in igbe  follower 

10. h as in lihɔ  law 

11. i as in inya   ambush 

12. j as in ijig̍a   small mouse 

13. k as in ɔkɔ   neck 

14. kp as in wɔkpa ̍    shoe 

15. kw as in akwa  bridge 

16. l as in lɛmiyɛ     hunger 

17. m as in ɔmā               salt 

18. n as in ɔna           shout/notice 

19. ng as in ɔngrɔɔ̄           man 

20. ngm as in A̍ngmo̍ji male name 

21. ny as in inyɔ  mirror/glass 
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22. o as in ogorigo  praying mantis 

23. ɔ as in ɔb̍a ̍  mat 

24. p as in ɔpa ̍  cloth 

25. r as in ɛrī  try 

26. sh as in shii̍  sound of driving a 

     chicken 

27. t as in at̍ā  pepper 

28. u as in u̍cha  soap 

29. w as in wɔc̄hā  story 

30. y as in yeyī  blood 

 

Note the following letters that are found in the Yala       

alphabet. 

 gb  as in lɛgba ̍  snail 

 ng  as in angūu  teeth 

 kp  as in ɔkpa ̍  stream 

 l     as in lɛhu̍  head 

 r     as in ar̍u̍  mud 

 f     as in afrɔ            snore 

 h    as in ihī  yam 

 ngm  as in lɛn̍gmɛ ̍ kola-nut 

 ny     as in yanyī giant rat  

Yala Fact:Yala Fact:Yala Fact:Yala Fact:    

NO consonant can come at the end of any word in Yala.  NO consonant can come at the end of any word in Yala.  NO consonant can come at the end of any word in Yala.  NO consonant can come at the end of any word in Yala.  

Every word must end in a vowel.Every word must end in a vowel.Every word must end in a vowel.Every word must end in a vowel.    
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UNIT 3UNIT 3UNIT 3UNIT 3    Tone Tone Tone Tone     

Lesson 14Lesson 14Lesson 14Lesson 14    The three Yala TonesThe three Yala TonesThe three Yala TonesThe three Yala Tones    
Every word in Yala has tone.  These tones are marked  sep-

arately so that they can be read easily.  A reader of Yala 

must master these to be able to read Yala 0uently.  Note, 

however that many Yala words have the same spelling but 

change their meaning because of tone, for example: 

 ɛn̍ɛ ̍     mother 

 ɛnɛ    four 

 ɛnɛ ̄   tree 

 ɛn̄ɛ ̄   madam 

To eliminate this problem, we mark the tones using three 

marks.  All vowels without tone mark are low tone. 

Tone in Yala can be written quite simply.   

 High tone is marked   / a ̍/ 

 Mid tone is marked  / ā /  

 Low tone is marked  / a / 

We have high, mid, low. Tones are marked above 

 vowels only. 

 ɛn̍ɛ ̍     high tone. 

 ɛn̄ɛ ̄ mid tone. 

 ɛnɛ  low tone. 

 

In order to get the correct tone always, you must whistle the 

tone before marking. 
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Exercise 16Exercise 16Exercise 16Exercise 16    

Now put the correct tone marks on these words in Yala. 

1. ucha    soap 

2. wɔna    fufu 

3. lɛba    hide. 

4.  lɛba  marriage   

5. wɔna  dream    
Exercise 16AExercise 16AExercise 16AExercise 16A    

You have already been introduced to the vowels. Now spell 

these words in Yala and mark their correct tones. 

1. night  _________________________________ 

2. woman   _________________________________ 

3.  shirt      _________________________________  

4.  cold      _________________________________ 

5.  pot _________________________________ 

6.  water _________________________________ 

7.  a fool _________________________________ 

8.  vomit  _________________________________ 

 

Well done. 
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Be sure to read the tones accurately in this short story.Be sure to read the tones accurately in this short story.Be sure to read the tones accurately in this short story.Be sure to read the tones accurately in this short story.    

 

O̍gid̍i ̍ga ogidi  

O̍ ra ̍at̍ūkpa bal̍a atu̍kpa.̍ 

O̍gid̍i ̍wu̍ ɔnyā la ɔcha. 

Ɔnyā yī O̍gid̍i ̍cha la yɛnɔ yī ogidi. 

O̍gid̍i ̍ga yɛrɔ ̄bal̍a ɔnyā yī nu. 

O̍gid̍i ̍bī u̍kpāa la abɔ.̄ 

Ɔnyā yī O̍gid̍i ̍bī ɔnya ̍bal̍a ɔn̍ya. 

Ɔnya ̍pla la ɔpa ̍yī ɔnyā yī O̍gid̍i.̍ 

O̍gid̍i ̍de ɔn̍ya tū la u̍tu yī ɔchi.̍ 

O̍gidi ̍jiya ɔn̍ya la uhu yī ɔn̄ɛ.̄ 

 

Thank you for your e-ort. You have to note that if you  

cannot master tones correctly, you cannot read Yala       

0uently. Try and practice reading stories written in Yala.  

The tone marks will guide you in reading 0uently.  

Remember that tones are marked above vowels only. 

High tone (    ''''  ) 

Mid tone  (  ` ) 

Low tone  (    )   NO mark!!! 
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LessonLessonLessonLesson     15151515        High High High High ––––    Mid TonesMid TonesMid TonesMid Tones    
 In this lesson you will learn to contrast high tone 

and mid tone. 

 Your voice goes from high to mid tone in the word 

“at̍ā”. The word “at̍ā” has two syllables, high and  

mid tones. 

Below are more words with high – mid tones. 

at̍ā   pepper 

ad̍ā   father 

ag̍wā  swimming 

lid̍ō   lizard 

ar̍ig̍ō   insect 

lip̍ī   smell 

lik̍ɔ ̄  Tiv people 

yad̍ā    local mouth organ 

A̍gī   man’s name 

Wɔn̍ā   man’s name 

 

More High – mid tones 

Wɔn̍ā  wɔg̍ā 

wɔd̍ā  it̍ɛ ̄

id̍ā  E̍hī 

U̍gā  u̍rwā 

ag̍ar̍ah̍ī at̍it̍ā 

 

You should whistle each word as you read along. 
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Exercise 17Exercise 17Exercise 17Exercise 17    

Put the correct tone marks on these words. Whistle the tones Put the correct tone marks on these words. Whistle the tones Put the correct tone marks on these words. Whistle the tones Put the correct tone marks on these words. Whistle the tones 

on the words so that you can get the correct tone. Mark your on the words so that you can get the correct tone. Mark your on the words so that you can get the correct tone. Mark your on the words so that you can get the correct tone. Mark your 

tones above vowels only.tones above vowels only.tones above vowels only.tones above vowels only.    

1.  swimming   agwa             

2. palace   atɛ             

3. branch   abɔ             

4. stone   lɛchɔ              

5. axe   lɛgɔ              

6. woman   ɔnya              

7. liver    anyi              

8.  calabash  ogo   

9.  father   ada           

10. breast   amɛ  

11. grasshopper   wɔga  

12. rude talk  acha  

13. hide   lɛba  

14 head    lɛhu  
Write the words which have high – mid tone in  

this exercise.   

______________________________ ___________________________ 

______________________________   ___________________________ 
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Lesson 16Lesson 16Lesson 16Lesson 16    High High High High ––––    Low Tone.Low Tone.Low Tone.Low Tone.    
We are learning the ability to read Yala 0uently, so let us 

review the high – mid tones once more. 

 it̍ɛ ̄  sickly 

 ik̍pā   cane 

 ɛk̍pā   craw–craw 

 ad̍ā   father 

In Yala, there are a number of words that have both high 

and low tones in a single word such as ‘calabash’  or ‘o̍go’. 

You can see how the voice drops rapidly from high to low. 

Whistle and see. Here are some examples: 

 today   ic̍hɛ 

 sea   lih̍u 

 color   ɛn̍a 

 soap   u̍cha 

 one   o̍he 

As you can see in all of these words, your voice drops rap-

idly from high to low in the second syllable.  

Exercise 18Exercise 18Exercise 18Exercise 18    

 Write out these words on the spaces provided below 

in Yala. Underline all the words having high – low tones. 

1. pot   ___________________________________ 

2. thank  ___________________________________ 

3.  stone        ___________________________________ 

4.  crocodile      ______________________________ 
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5. palace       ___________________________________ 

6. hill/mountain___________________________________ 

7. cold  ___________________________________ 

8. bottle       ___________________________________ 

9. milk         ___________________________________ 

10. immoral act ___________________________________ 

11.  madness    ___________________________________ 

12. soap         ___________________________________ 
 End this lesson by reading the story below.End this lesson by reading the story below.End this lesson by reading the story below.End this lesson by reading the story below.    

Ɔgbājī ku̍ obījo̍ la ɔn̍ya. 

Ogbūdu̍ de ɛbɛ ̍ra.̍ 

Ɔgbājī wu̍ okpoo ra ̍ap̍u ogōdōgōdō. 

O̍ de itākpɛ ̍yī ɔpa ̍gɔ ̍che ap̍u. 

O̍ tū ap̍u ga yɛrɔ.̄ 

Ɔyi ̍yī Ɔgbājī de inyɛr̄ɔ ̄kū la ɔkɔ. 

Iro̍go yī ɔnyā yī nū nīi o̍ yɛ an̍ɛ. 

Ɛchākā –– ɔnyā yī nū hɔ ̄amu la wɔlɛ.̍ 

Ɛchākā yɛɛ ̄kwɔgu yī alyɛrɔ.̄ 

Ɔgbājī yɛɛ ̄gɔ ̄iro̍go chii̍ ̍ma,̍ ɔ ̍pīya hayāhɔ ̄myɛn̍yɛ.̍ 

O̍ hɔ ̄ma ̍chii̍ ̍ma,̍ Ichak̍a ̍de chɛ ̄ɔ.̄ 

Ɔgbājī chē u̍tu ngwɔɔ̍ ɔpɔɔ̄pɛ.̄ 

Iro̍go ɔgɔḡɔ ̄de ya ̍rɛ la ɔgɔḡɔ.̄ 

Ichak̍a ̍hɛ ̍Ɔgbājī angūu la u̍tu 

O̍ cha la ap̍iy̍ɔ ̍la ap̍iy̍ɔ.̍ 
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Lesson 17Lesson 17Lesson 17Lesson 17        High High High High ––––    Mid and Low TonesMid and Low TonesMid and Low TonesMid and Low Tones    
Review 

 In our previous lesson, we discussed that high tone 

and low tone are not as close as mid tone and high tone.   

For example /ad̍a/̍ and /ādā/ are close.  But /ad̍a/̍ and /ada/ 

are not close. 

 Try to whistle every vowel before reading. 

Test your understanding of tone by putting the correct tones 

on these words below. 

 apɛ   pumpkin 

 wɔḡū  stammering  

 aru   mud 

 achi   grass 

 wɔḡɔ ̄  hole  

 ogorigo  praying mantis 

 lɛgba   cry 

 yebu   dew 

 lɛb̄ā  white ant  

 ubwɔ   mud bed      

 

Let us review these tone marks 

HighHighHighHigh            MidMidMidMid            LowLowLowLow    

ɛn̍ɛ ̍   ɛn̄ɛ ̄   ɛnɛ 

ad̍a ̍   ādā   ada 

ɔg̍a ̍   ɔḡā   ɔga 
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Exercise 19Exercise 19Exercise 19Exercise 19    

 On the blank spaces below, write the correct word 

with its tone.   

Remember to whistle the tones before writing. 

1.  soup   ___________________________________ 

2. cray#sh  ___________________________________ 

3. door   ___________________________________ 

4. matches  ___________________________________ 

5. morning  ___________________________________ 

6. child   ___________________________________ 

7. house  ___________________________________ 

8. country ___________________________________ 

9. charm  ___________________________________ 

10. hole   ___________________________________ 

11. pot   ___________________________________  

12. hawk   ___________________________________ 
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Let us end this lesson with the a short story that follow:Let us end this lesson with the a short story that follow:Let us end this lesson with the a short story that follow:Let us end this lesson with the a short story that follow:    

 

Ogeyī - Ɛ̍nɛ ̍yī Okō nɛ. 

Ɛ̍nɛ ̍yī Okō nūma ̍ma ayi ̍āchɛ ɛnɛ. 

Ɔga ̍bal̍a Okō - angrɔɔ̄ an̍ɛ. 

E̍hī bal̍a Ɛ̍ru - anyā nɛ. 

Ogeyī blaa̍ Ode ɔnaa.̍ 

Ode wu̍ anyā ɛnɛ. 

Ogeyī - Ɛ̍nɛ ̍wɔl̍ɛ an̍ɛ. 

Ode rɛɛ̍ya tu Ɔ̄gā. 

Ɔ̄gā tu̍ ɔn̍ya la u̍tu yī ɔg̍a.̍ 

Ɔ̄gā wu̍ ɔga la u̍tu yī ɔg̍a.̍ 

Ɔ̄gā wu̍ ɔga la ɔn̍ya. 

Ode tū Ɔ̄gā ɔkɔ yī ɔga. 

Ɔ̄gā de ɛbɛ ̍ra ̍okpoo ɛnɛ.  

O̍ de okpoo ɔlaa̍ ra ̍ajɛ, hi ̍yɛrɔ.̄ 

Ɔ̄gā hi ̍yɛrɔ ̄yī nū la o̍kpo̍. 

 

Read more of Yala stories in your spare time. 
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Lesson 18   Tone Glide Lesson 18   Tone Glide Lesson 18   Tone Glide Lesson 18   Tone Glide ––––––––        

High Falling and Mid Falling High Falling and Mid Falling High Falling and Mid Falling High Falling and Mid Falling     
This lesson introduces us to tones that move from a high 

tone to a lower tone.  Thus a tone glide means when your 

voice rises from high and falls rapidly to low or mid tone as 

in the word “O̍hudu̍u”.  The syllable “du̍u” starts from high 

and falls to low tone.  Look at this word “igbīihu”.  

The syllable “gbīi” starts at mid tone and falls from mid to 

low tone.  Here are words having high-falling tone glides. 

 ito̍odo  inaa̍hi 

 irɛɛ̍hi  otuturu̍ungmɔ ̄

 Ɔmaa̍hi  ikrii̍bi 

 igii̍gri   Oju̍ugu 

 Oro̍ohu  icho̍ojiya 

Here are words having mid – falling tone glides: 

 igbīihu   Igbēeku 

 Ogwīihi Otūuji ododoblōodo 

Note that tone glide always must have double vowels e.g. 

“abɔɔ̍”.  The syllable “bɔɔ̍” has double vowels. 

Here are a few words with high –– falling tones in contrast 

with words without tone glide. 

ekpudu   airy  Ekpu̍udu  village 

ijegu  sickness   Ijee̍gu          village 

oko   yam  oko̍o         mouth 

ogbu    namesake    Ogbu̍u       man’s name 
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Exercise 20Exercise 20Exercise 20Exercise 20    

  The English meaning is given below, you are to supply the 

Yala meaning. 

1. pig  ___________________________________ 

2. so that ___________________________________ 

3. to betray ___________________________________ 

4. devil   ___________________________________ 

5.       to fast (not eat________________________________ 

6. dried okra ___________________________________ 

7. to spoil ___________________________________ 

8. back  ___________________________________ 

9. porcupine ___________________________________ 

10.     Igede laguage_________________________________ 
Here is a short story: 

Abahi ̍de gbo  ipaa̍ arāapa. 

Ɔkwɔɔ̍chɛ wa ge ra ̍ɛm̍wɔ ̄la u̍kpo̍ori. 

Otūuji bal̍a anu̍ de gwa ̍chac̍ha.̍ 

Ɛ̍mwɔ ̄wīyā Otūuji gbaa̍.̍ 

O̍ ngma ̍gwāajɛ chē igbīihi. 
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Lesson 19Lesson 19Lesson 19Lesson 19        ReviewReviewReviewReview    
In this review we are stressing the reading and writing of the three 

major tone marks in Yala. 

Exercise 21Exercise 21Exercise 21Exercise 21    

    Put the correct tone marks on these words: 

 1. cha     abuse    

 2. jɛ      grow 

 3. wa     tie    

 4. gɔ      hoeing 

 5. bu     dig    

 6. ma     deliver 

 7. la     seek 
 Here are some Yala words with their English meaning. You 

are to put on the correct tone marks. 

 1. ihu   rat   

 2. ihu   mushroom  

 3. olibobo a fool 

 4. yoo   dog   

 5. yoo   ashes  

 6. ohu   cold  

 7. ohu  twenty 

Thank you for your e-ort. 
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Lesson 20Lesson 20Lesson 20Lesson 20        High High High High ––––––––    High ToneHigh ToneHigh ToneHigh Tone    
We have already learned that there are three tone marks in 

Yala. We also learned that tones are marked above  

vowels only. 

 la ̍  seek 

 lā   keep 

 la   at  

Here are words with high –– high tone. 

 ac̍hɛw̍u̍  dried wood   

 yeb̍u̍   dew    

 ak̍pla ̍  palm frond  

 madness ɛl̍ɛ ̍ 

Exercise 22 Exercise 22 Exercise 22 Exercise 22     

a. Mark the correct tone on these words. 

 1. night   otu   

 2. black one  onobi 

 3. bottom  utu 
b. Write the Yala meaning beside these English words with 

their correct tone marks. 

 1.  snail   ___________________________________

 2. pig  _________________________ 

 3. devil   _________________________ 

 4. dried okra   __________________________ 

 5. back  ___________________________________  
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 6.   porcupine  ______________________________    

 7. comb      ______________________________ 

 8. cold        ______________________________ 

 9. head       ______________________________ 

 10. cricket    ______________________________ 

 11. snake     ______________________________ 

 12. marriage ______________________________  

 13. woman  ______________________________ 

 14. load     ______________________________  

 Let us continue with this story.Let us continue with this story.Let us continue with this story.Let us continue with this story.    

A̍kpa ga ɔkpa ̍la yɛnɔ yī Ākpākpā. 

Ɔnyā yī A̍kpa rek̍a Oju̍ugu. 

Oju̍ugu – ɔnyā yī A̍kpa bū la Ogo̍oho. 

A̍kpa yɛ ma ̍ē dɛ ̄yenyi la Akpaa̍kpa,  

Okō kla ̍A̍kpa ɔgu yɛ amu mɛ.̍   

O̍ ka anɔl̍ɔ ī geē̍ nāa yenyi ē che ɔl̍ɔ.   

Okō bū la It̍ɛg̍a ̍Ɛkpu̍udu.   

Okō de yenyi nāa che A̍kpa ma,̍ o̍ de abɔ ̄nāa pī oko̍o. 

Here are some words with high - high tones only. 

 ih̍o̍   refusal 

 ag̍ag̍ro̍   bitter-cola 

 ar̍u̍   mud  

 ag̍ab̍a ̍  strength 

 at̍u̍tu̍   trouble starting  
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Let us end the lesson with this story. 

 

Ic̍hic̍hɛ ɔha,̍ Ɔgbɛn̍ɛ,̍ bal̍a Ogeyī ga ɛwu̍. 

Igbo̍ nīi e ̍yɛ ma ̍ē chē ɛwu̍ chii̍ ̍ma,̍ Agbo̍  ngma ̍gwāajɛ. 

O̍ kū la oko̍ōku̍ ɔpɔɔ̄pɛ.̄ 

Ɔgbɛn̍ɛ ̍bal̍a Ogeyī kpak̍it̍i ̍la anu̍ hyāhɔ.̄ 

E̍ jiya anu̍ riy̍ɔ-̍riy̍ɔ-riy̍ɔ.̍ 

Agbo̍ bī tu̍ eyī pee. 

E̍ hwabɔ ̄hī ɛwu̍ ochōchē. 

E̍ de Agbo̍ bī cha wā la wɔlɛ.̍ 
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Lesson 21Lesson 21Lesson 21Lesson 21        Mid Mid Mid Mid ––––––––    Mid Tone Mid Tone Mid Tone Mid Tone     
In the last lesson, we were told that some Yala words can 

stand on only one level of tone even though that word has 

more than one syllable for example:  

 o̍grig̍bo̍  manger 

 im̍ih̍u̍   sand 

 yac̍hic̍hi ̍ hare’s wife 

Exercise 23Exercise 23Exercise 23Exercise 23    

Write these words in Yala with correct tone  marks: 

1. house    _____________ 2.  charm ____________ 

3.  madness  _____________   4. sorry   _____________                         
 

Break this word into syllables “angmarangma” 

ā – ngmā – rā – ngmā.  If you whistle each of the syllables, 

you will see that each syllable has only mid tone. 

 

Here are some words that have mid tone only.   

Please  remember to whistle each word as you read along. 

 madam ɛn̄ɛ ̄

 pot            yɛh̄ī 

 dirt   līnyī 

 bottle   yēkpē 

 hole   lɛḡɔ ̄

 spoon   yēbū 

 



48 

Exercise 24Exercise 24Exercise 24Exercise 24    

Here are more Yala words without tone marks. You are to Here are more Yala words without tone marks. You are to Here are more Yala words without tone marks. You are to Here are more Yala words without tone marks. You are to 

mark the tone where appropriate.mark the tone where appropriate.mark the tone where appropriate.mark the tone where appropriate.    

 1. udo   navel 

 2. uku   #nger nail 

 3. orokpo  red headed lizard 

 4. ipu   leaf/book 

 5. inyɛrɔ  hoe 

 6. ɛwa   age grade 
Check your answers . Thank you for your e-ort. 

Let us end this lesson with this short story.Let us end this lesson with this short story.Let us end this lesson with this short story.Let us end this lesson with this short story.    

Ɔchwɔl̄ɛ ̍gblɛlā tāa U̍ku̍. 

E̍ de bū la unu tāa iyī wā. 

E̍ nunu la ɔn̄ɛ.̄  Ɔchwɔl̄ɛ ̍de ūkū ku̍ U̍ku̍ la eyī. 

U̍ku̍ ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍taa̍!̍   

U̍ku̍ hɛ ̍pla Ɔchwɔl̄ɛ ̍ba ugū ma.̍ 

Okō hɔ ̄abɔɔ̍ ē ta ̍īkpāyi ̍ la u̍tu yī ɔchi.̍ 

O̍ i ̍nyɔ ̄ganyɔ ̄mɛ ni ̍kla ̍lɛchɛ ɔtɔɔ̍t̄a.̍ 

O̍ hɔ ̄abɔɔ̍ ka ɛl̍ɛ ge ̍pīyem̍ā gɛ. 

Ɔchwɔl̄ɛ ̍bal̍a U̍ku̍ i ̍po̍ ni.̍ 

U̍ku̍ de abɔ ̄bī Ɔchwɔl̄ɛ ̍la amɛ.̄ 

Ɔchwɔl̄ɛ ̍kɔɔ̍ ̍la ohwee̍.  O̍ rīya ga ajɛ du̍mɔɔ̍.̍ 

U̍ku̍ gbo klan̍ū.  Āchɛ rɛ ̄gbudugbudu wā ge ̍de wa ̍kpo̍ ku̍. 
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Lesson 22Lesson 22Lesson 22Lesson 22        Low Low Low Low ––––––––    Low Tone Low Tone Low Tone Low Tone     
In this lesson we want to drill the tones on all the levels 

with emphasis on the low tone. 

Exercise 25Exercise 25Exercise 25Exercise 25    

    Underline all the words that are not mid tone.  

You must mark all the tones #rst. 

 1. grass   achi     

 2. cockroach  apuplɛ 

 3. table   okpokolo   

 4. white ant  lɛba 

 5. clock   akarika  

 6. date palm  wɔngu 

 7. trade   ɔhi    

 8. talk   lɛla 

 9. evening  ɔnɛ 
Low tone alone can be found in many words in Yala, too. 

That is to say no other tone occurs in the word except low 

tone, even though there are many syllables on a word     

example “chain” /igbakɔbɔ/. You can see that in the above 

word with four syllables, all the tones are low, low. 

 

Please remember that low tone is always unmarked.  
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Let us review more words having low, low tone. As you 

pronounce each word, try to whistle the tone. 

ahiga children game     imada leprosy 

akwa  bridge      atitra speci#c bird 

i0e0e  whitlow     ahuhu  wind 

ogugu owl      yabubla  rat 

ogbiji  speci#c snake      ɛhɛ  laughter 

     

Exercise 26Exercise 26Exercise 26Exercise 26    

Put the correct tone marks on these Yala words.Put the correct tone marks on these Yala words.Put the correct tone marks on these Yala words.Put the correct tone marks on these Yala words.    

 1. ori   rope    

 2. abada  cray#sh 

 3. ihu   mushroom   

 4. imakɔ  sugar cane 

 5. yakpa  box    

 6. ihi   beauty 

 7. ihi   yam    

 8. ohi   waist 

 9. ihi   back 

 10. ɔnɛ  evening 
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Let us now end this lesson by reading the story that follows:Let us now end this lesson by reading the story that follows:Let us now end this lesson by reading the story that follows:Let us now end this lesson by reading the story that follows:    

 

Upu lā wɔlɛ ̍ku Ogugu bal̍a iju bal̍a lɛja. 

Upu - ɔlɔh̍i nɛ. 

O̍ ē tɔh̍i ̍yī eje. 

Upu tɔh̍i ̍yī eje ga ɛbɛ yī iju. 

Iju ka oji ̍nīi upu ɔl̍ɔ bī ma?̍ 

Upu ka anɔl̍ɔ bī eje. 

Iju hɛhɛ tū upu. 

O̍ ka de upu ka anɔl̍ɔ i ̍ē re ̍eje ē mɛ ni.̍ 

Anɔl̍ɔ i ̍tū ɔkɔ ̍ni ̍ma,̍ anɔl̍ɔ geē̍ ku ē re ̍la oji?̍ 

ɛjā ɔwɔw̄a bal̍a iga ɛl̍ɛ - ojōre ̍yī anu̍ an̍ɛ. 

Upu ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍gāā ga ɛbɛ yī ogugu la ɔl̍ɔ. 

Upu ga wɔlɛ ̍yī ogugu, ogugu gbwɔlā. 

Upu kwabɔ ̄yī ɔpu yī ogugu. 

Ogugu ka anɔl̍ɔ gbwɔlā, ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍wā la otu̍. 

Upu ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍ga ɛbɛ yī lɛja. 

O̍ ga ɛbɛ yī lɛja, lɛja ka in̍gin̍gɔɔ̍. 

Upu ka āchɛ nūma ̍anɔl̍ɔ i ̍geē̍ rɛɛ̍ya ē tū ɛl̍ɛ ni.̍ 

O̍ pīya ge ̍rɛɛ̍ya tu iju. 

Wu̍chē yī rɛɛ̄ya yī wā nīi upu bal̍a iju ē re ̍ɛjā ɔdwɔb̄i ̍an̍ɛ. 

 

Please practice reading this story as often as possible. 

 



52 

Lesson 23 Lesson 23 Lesson 23 Lesson 23         ReviewReviewReviewReview    
Let us review the Yala tones. 

Low Low Low Low ––––––––    Low Words Low Words Low Words Low Words     

 igbagri    big towel 

 obuna    water yam 

 imada    leprosy 

 imɛmɛ    soldier ant 

 akri    small pox 

 abada    spear 

 ɔgɔri    female pant. 

 

Mid Mid Mid Mid ––––––––    Mid Tone.Mid Tone.Mid Tone.Mid Tone.    

 yēkpē     bottle 

 āngmārāngmā   wheel 

 ɔn̄ɛ ̄   evening 

 yēbū    spoon 

 wɔc̄hā    story 

 

High High High High ----    High Tone Words.High Tone Words.High Tone Words.High Tone Words.    

 yɛl̍ɛ ̍   madness 

 ac̍hi ̍   grass 

 o̍gbo̍    charm 

 yag̍ig̍a ̍   ant 

 yab̍la ̍   deer 
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Let us contrast between the three levels of tone. 

Low Low Low Low ––––––––    LowLowLowLow            Mid Mid Mid Mid ––––––––    MidMidMidMid                                            High High High High ––––----    HighHighHighHigh    

ɛnɛ –– four   ɛn̄ɛ ̄––  madam         ɛn̍ɛ ̍  ––  mother 

ɔga ––  hare   Ɔ̄gā –– man’s name  ɔg̍a ̍  ––    tree 

ada ––  fruit   ādā ––– sir           A̍da ̍ ––  village 

 

Exercise 27Exercise 27Exercise 27Exercise 27 

Perhaps a little review test may help us. Let us put the    

correct tones on these words. Please always whistle the 

words before writing the correct level of tone to be used. 

 1. soap     ucha 

 2. climbing rope   akpaka 

 3. Okuku market day  Akpakpa 

 4. servants    achɛ 

 5. market    lihi 

 6. grass      achi 

 7. cassava    irogo 

 
Please correct your mistakes where necessary .  

You cannot master tones as easily as in other lessons. 

All that is needed to learn tone is constant practice in    

reading and writing of tones. 

 

Keep on trying.  Good luck. 
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Let us end the lesson by reading the following story. 

 

Alɔ āchɛɛ̄chɛ geē̍ ya ̍kana ̍ma?̍ 

Alobo̍chi ̍ɔlamu-ɔlamu i ̍hɔ ̄gɛ ni.̍ 

Wɔr̍ɔr̍a ̍ē mwɛbɛ; 

yɛḡrāa nīi Ode ku̍ iyē ma,̍ alɔ bī ɔ ̄ga ɛbɛ yī olobo̍chi ̍ɔha.̍ 

Ododrɛɛ̍n̄yā kee̍ ̍ya ̍Ode an̍ɛ. 

Alɔ gbajɛ ga ɛbɛ yī ɔlɔchi ̍bɛɛ̍n̄ɛ ̄ma,̍ o̍ ma ̍alɔ ɔpɔɔ̄pɛ ̄ma,  

o̍ ka anɔl̍ɔ lɛ ɔchi.̍ 

Alɔ chāarɛ mlɛ ɔpɔɔ̄pɛ.̄ 

A ge ̍ma ̍Ode, o̍ tū īkprī yī okū kee̍.̍ 

N de Okō hɛr̄a ̍ka, alɔ geē̍ ya ̍kana ̍ma?̍ 

O̍ ka aɛl̍ɛ geē̍ ga ɛbā. 

Olobo̍chi ̍de ɔchi ̍jiya la o̍go de ɔ.̍ 

Ɔchi ̍i ̍ya ̍ingwa ni ̍ligbo̍-ligbo̍. 
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Lesson 24Lesson 24Lesson 24Lesson 24        Rising and Falling TonesRising and Falling TonesRising and Falling TonesRising and Falling Tones    
 Let us at this point contrast low – rising tone with  

high – falling tone.  

Low Low Low Low ––––––––––––        High RisingHigh RisingHigh RisingHigh Rising        High High High High ––––––––        Low FallingLow FallingLow FallingLow Falling    

lɔɔ ̍  camwood  O̍oda  name 

yaa ̍  quail    yaa̍  split 

ɔɔn̍ɛ ̍  relatives  chɔɔ̍  please 

Please try to whistle each word as you read to see the contrast. 

High High High High ––––--------    Mid FallingMid FallingMid FallingMid Falling    

ɔmɔɔ̍m̄a ̍  the sour one 

ɔyɛɛ̍r̄ɔ ̄  garden  

ɔyɔɔ̍w̄ī         point of arrow 

Mid Mid Mid Mid ––––----    Low FallingLow FallingLow FallingLow Falling    

ɔmarāata ̍ eight 

ochrōoko̍o to agree with 

ɔnɛɛ̄hi  a big one 

 

Exercise28Exercise28Exercise28Exercise28    

 Put the correct tone on these wordsPut the correct tone on these wordsPut the correct tone on these wordsPut the correct tone on these words: 

1. ɔyɔɔ  moon   5. Oyiije     nail 

2. yɛɛ  bu-alo  6. ayiiju     caterpillar 

3. yoo  dog   7. ootu       pestle 

4. igbiiji  undried wood 8. lwaa       wide 
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Let us end this lesson by reading the story that follows.Let us end this lesson by reading the story that follows.Let us end this lesson by reading the story that follows.Let us end this lesson by reading the story that follows.    

 

O̍o  Ɔwɔlichɔ,̄ Ɔwɔ yī u; 

A de ɔhɔl̄eyī yī u wu̍ ngmɛɛ̍chɛ kee̍ ̍mɛ.̍ 

Yɛḡrāa nīi ūkpɔt̄ū ge ̍tiy̍a ami tū n ē bla ē tū wɔ, Ādā. 

Ɔchā yī u ē wā la ikpo̍ ba ̍wɔ abɔɔ̍ la u̍nu̍ ɔnɛɛ̄hɛhi wɔ. 

Āchɛ nīi ē pā ɛchiy̍ɛka ma,̍ ɛlɛjā de mwanyī hī uhwa 

ɔnɛɛ̄hɛhi yī wɔ. 

Uhwa nīi hɔ ̄la abɔ ̄yī Ɔwɔ lichō ma.̍ 

Ami ma,̍ n geē̍ bī ejē yī ɔkɔk̄ā pā wɔ. 

N geē̍ ya ̍waa̍ ̍la ɔkɔ nīi a choko̍o ma.̍ 

Ɔhɛt̍a ̍hɔ ̄la abɔ ̄yī Ɔwɔlicho. 
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Lesson  25Lesson  25Lesson  25Lesson  25    High High High High ––––    High and Mid High and Mid High and Mid High and Mid ––––    Mid Tone Mid Tone Mid Tone Mid Tone     
High High High High ––––    HighHighHighHigh            Mid Mid Mid Mid ––––    MidMidMidMid    

ɛn̍ɛ ̍    ɛn̄ɛ ̄

ɔk̍u̍    ɔk̄ū 

yeb̍u̍    yēbū 

ɔg̍a ̍    ɔḡā 

pa ̍    pā 

wa ̍    wā 

Let us now contrast mid – tone words with low toned words. 

Mid ToneMid ToneMid ToneMid Tone            Low ToneLow ToneLow ToneLow Tone    

ābādā    abada 

Wɔc̄hā    wɔcha 

ɛn̄ɛ ̄    ɛnɛ 

īdū    idu 

ādā    ada 

Ɔ̄gā    ɔga 

 

Please whistle every word as you read. 

Here are some words that have high –– falling tone. 

ak̍rii̍ku   #sh 

ak̍rii̍gu   Yala carrot 

irii̍du   dried okra 

Ɔmaa̍hi  female name 

otrii̍hi   tail 
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Here are also some mid –– falling tones. 

obrīihu  drying pot 

ikrīihu   toad 

ichɛɛ̄hi   truth 

agbīihi   back 

ogwīihi  last person 

 

Exercise 29Exercise 29Exercise 29Exercise 29    

These sentences have no tone marks. 

You are to supply the missing tones where necessary. 

1. Okō de oku ku oku la lɛhu. 

 Oko put a comb on the head of corpse. 

2. Agbo yɛyɛ yɛyɛ. 

 Agbo walk well. 

3. Anya achɛ ɛnɛ bi ayi la okwiihi. 

 Four women carried babies on their 

 backs. 

4. Yɛɛ wibi ku ga oe. 

 Bu-alo jumped over to the other side. 
 

Thank you for trying . The more you practice reading and 

writing Yala the more you will be able to read 0uently. 
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Let us practice reading with this story. 

 

A je ̍ɔjā nīi ē ya ̍ɔyi ̍wɔ ma?̍ 

Oji ̍nɛ?  Ala ̍ka de u gɛ. 

Yeyī i ̍tū la ibiī̍yē yī nū gɛ ni ̍an̍ɛ. 

Yeyī ɔlɛ kana?̍ 

Anu̍ nīi o̍ i ̍nyunyi ni ̍an̍ɛ? 

O̍ geē̍ nyunyi kana ̍nīi yenyi mu ɔ ̍ibiī̍yē rɛ abɔɔ̍ ma;̍ 

Yenyi kee̍ ̍tū la ibiī̍yē yī nū an̍ɛ. 

N ya ̍kana?̍  Alwɔhɛ kpo̍ yenyi ge ̍mu ɔyi ̍yī u iyē ma ̍kɛɛ̄ 

onūma ̍bū kana?̍  Ɔjāmɔjā yī ala ̍rek̍a wɔhɛ. 

I ̍wɔhɛ ɔjɔj̄ā ni.̍  Ma ̍u ma,̍ o̍ bū la ojōre ̍oro̍ōre.̍ 

Ojōre ̍ūkpo̍he ūkpo̍he nīi ala ̍ē de ē de ayi ̍ma,̍ o ̍i ̍hwɔhi ni.̍  

ɔc̄hī –– ihī, yɛnɔ –– ihī, ɔn̄ɛ ̄–– ihī. 

Ibīiyē yī alɔ āchɛɛ̄chɛ i ̍chikpo̍ yī ɔlaā̍ ni.̍ 

Hiyabɔ ̄yī ojōre ̍myɛḡrāa-myɛɛ̄grāa. 

Ma;̍ de eje , imilik̍i, alɛɛ̍hwɔ ̍bal̍a ɛbɛ ̍oliyeyēyī de aā̍pɛ.̄ 

Ala ̍gbaa̍ he īpū yī iro̍go de wa ̍kpaa̍. 

Iyī īpū iro̍go ge ̍iyi?̍ 

Ɔrɔ ̄i ̍hɔ ̄gɛ ni ̍kɛɛ̄? 
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Here is a story on tone glide for your practice: 

 

U̍rɛg̍ī bī ɔgɛnɛ yī ɔh̍i.̍ 

Ɔgɛnɛ yī u̍rɛg̍ī ro̍ohu bāa ogbū ma.̍ 

O̍ de ɔgɛnɛ rɛ la iyɛɛ̍chɛ. 

Oju̍ugu wā ge ̍ra ̍ɔgɛnɛ. 

Oju̍ugu bī igii̍gri la abɔ.̄ 

O̍ de owu̍ugo ta ɔ ̄la lipu̍. 

Igii̍gri yī oju̍ugu tū yanɔ.̄ 

Oju̍ugu ta ̍u̍rɛg̍ī oko̍o yī igii̍gri. 

U̍rɛg̍ī ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍–– ehee̍, anɔl̍ɔ i ̍re ̍igii̍gri ni ̍o! 

Oju̍ugu de igii̍gri re ̍chac̍ha.̍ 

U̍rɛg̍ī de ɔgɛnɛ ra ̍chac̍ha ̍la iyɛɛ̍chɛ. 

 

Thank you for reading.  

 

Let us at this point have some contrast on mid –– falling 

tones and high –– falling tones. 

Mid Mid Mid Mid ––––    FallingFallingFallingFalling            High High High High ––––    FallingFallingFallingFalling    

obrīihu    ugaa̍ga 

angūu     oko̍oba 

ikrīihu    ijee̍gu 

igbīihi    igbii̍ji 
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Exercise 30Exercise 30Exercise 30Exercise 30    

 Here are some Yala words without tone marks.  

You are to put the correct tone marks where necessary. 

1.  igbīihu  5.  okwiihi 

2.  ikriihu  6.  rɛɛhi 

3.  obriihu  7.  yɛrɔ 

4.  araapa  8.  ichɛɛhi 
Try and correct your mistakes before moving to the next 

lesson. 

        Here is a story for you to practice your reading skills. 

Ɔkwɔɔ̍chɛ hiy̍ɛrɔ ̄la wɔhā. 

Abahi ̍wa ̍kak̍a ̍la yɛrɔ ̄yī Ɔkwɔɔ̍chɛ. 

Oro̍okpoo - ɔnyā yī ɔkwɔɔ̍chɛ nɛ. 

Oro̍okpoo ga abahi ̍la otu̍chɛ.̄ 

Oro̍okpoo kpo̍ abahi ̍kū la u̍tu yī okpo̍okpo. 

E̍ de abahi ̍chiyatū la yɛrɔ.̄ 

Oro̍okpoo bī obrii̍hū na abahi ̍la yɛrɔ ̄chac̍ha.̍ 

Obrīihu nōnu la abahi.̍ 

Ɔkwɔɔ̍chɛ bal̍a oro̍okpoo bī abahi ̍bū la yɛrɔ.̄ 

Oro̍okpoo de obrīihu kla ̍la līchō yī iho̍ yī nū. 

A̍chɛw̍u̍ yī igbīihu kplatū obrīihu la ɔpɔp̄ū. 

Obrīihu lwā ge ̍chiya la u̍tu yī igbīihu ɔlaā̍. 

Otūuji cha la yɛrɔ ̄yī nū chichi. 

O̍ yɛ wā ge ku̍ ɔkwɔɔ̍chɛ bal̍a ɔnyā yī nū. 

Otūuji bal̍a ɔkwɔɔ̍chɛ rɛɛ̍ya lēchi-̍lēchi.̍ 
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Otūuji de ab̍ɔ ̄yī igbīihu ɔlaā̍ pii̍ ̍chārɛ.̄ 

O̍ nāa iho̍ bī tāa oro̍okpoo. 

Otūuji yɔbū bɛɛ̍n̄ɛ ̄an̍ɛ. 

Ikrīihu rɛɛ̄nya hɛ ̍wā la ɔpɔp̄ū. 

Otūuji ka ɛl̍ɛ ge ̍ku̍ chiy̍ɛ o̍bū, ikrīihu ɔl̍ɔ rɛɛ̄nya yɛ ma.̍ 

Ɛlā ɔha ̍ɔl̍ɔ hɔ ̄abɔɔ̍ o̍bū, nīi ikrīihu ɔl̍ɔ yɛ ma ̍an̍ɛ. 

Ochic̍hi ̍ochic̍hi,̍ ɔgbaka ɔnɛɛ̄hi ku ikrīihu la ut̍u an̍ɛ. 

Otūuji chē ac̍hɛw̍u̍ yī igbīihu de ɔgbaka ngmo̍. 

Ikrīihu gwɛɛ̍nya ɔjā yī nū kee̍.̍ 

Ɔkwɔɔ̍chɛ ka ikrīihu ɔl̍ɔ hīka ɔhɔɔ̍nyɛta ̍ɔl̍ɔ lā la ɔpɔp̄ū yī 

ogblo̍lo̍lo̍.  E̍ cha la yɛrɔ ̄ɔlaā̍ la otu̍. 

Ɔkwɔɔ̍chɛ de abahi ̍ɔlaā̍ bī ga lihī. 
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UNIT 4      Grammatical Constructions (Part 1)UNIT 4      Grammatical Constructions (Part 1)UNIT 4      Grammatical Constructions (Part 1)UNIT 4      Grammatical Constructions (Part 1)    

Lesson 26   The Possessive Particle “yī”Lesson 26   The Possessive Particle “yī”Lesson 26   The Possessive Particle “yī”Lesson 26   The Possessive Particle “yī”    
 The possessive particle “yī” is a grammatical part 

of speech which is VERY important in Yala. Therefore, you 

need to learn how to recognize its presence and how to 

write it consistently every time. You also need to learn how 

to read it smoothly just as Yala is usually spoken. 

 Yala is always read just as it is usually spoken in 

every day conversation. The possessive particle “yī” is sim-

ilar in some ways to the English possessive / ’s /.  Some 

English examples follow: 

 Ode’s house.       House belonging to Ode. 

 Ɔga’s machete.    Machete belonging to Ɔga. 

 Wɔna’s hoe.      Hoe of Wɔna.   

The apostrophe / ’s / in the English language shows that an 

object, such as bicycle, hoe etc, belongs to a certain person.  

It shows ownership or possession. The particle “yī” in the 

Yala language shows possession – or ownership, as in:   

 Written: Wɔlɛ ̍yī Ɔga ̍ Ɔga’̍s house.  

 Spoken: Wɔlɛ ̍yɔḡa.̍  Ɔga’s house. 

The important things for you to notice are: the mid tone on 

the “Ɔ” of “Ɔga”̍ and the sound of the letter “y” which has 

joined with the name “Ɔga”̍ in spoken Yala. 

  



64 

 It is very important because these two factors indi-

cate clearly that the possessive “yī” in Yala is really pre-

sent. We see and hear the letter “y” clearly in this illustra-

tion.  

You also can hear that the word “Ɔga”̍ normally having a 

low –– high tone, has changed to mid – high tone. Fore Ex-

ample “yɔḡa”̍. This evidence gives proof that the possessive  

particle “yī” in Yala has a letter “y” with a mid tone as in 

the example “yī”. 

 

Here are some sentences with the possessive particle “yī” 

 Īpū yī ɔga.̍  NOT    īpū yɔḡa.̍ 

 Wɔlɛ ̍yī Okō. NOT    wɔlɛ ̍yōokō. 

 Ihī yī ode nɛ.   NOT    Ihī yōode nɛ. 

 

This “yī” must be written separately in all the sentences that 

the possessive  particle occurs . 

 

Please read the following sentences: 

 

1.   La oko̍o yī Yala. 

2.   Ɔnyā yī Ode bīma an̍ɛ. 

3.   Lihɔ ̄ōnīpīpɛ ̄yī ɔwɔ hɔ ̄ma.̍       

4.   Wu̍chē yī Ɔga ̍n de kɔ ̄dwɔ ̄mɛ.̍ 

5.   Wu̍chɛ ̄lɔkɔ mīi o̍ de an̍ɛ.̍ 
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Lesson 27  Lesson 27  Lesson 27  Lesson 27      The Associative Particle “la”The Associative Particle “la”The Associative Particle “la”The Associative Particle “la”    
 The associative particle “la” is also very important 

in the Yala language.  There is no one meaning that can be 

given to this particle.  It can mean: into, on, in, under, 

through – to give you a few examples of its meaning.   

 An example: /Ode cha la yɛrɔ ̄wā la wɔlɛ.̍/ 

 In this example, the “la yɛrɔ”̄ could be translated as 

“from the farm”.  The second “la wɔlɛ”̍ could be translated  

“to the house”.  In this sentence we see the important role 

the associative particle “la” plays in the Yala language.   

This particle has two di-erent meanings in the sentence, 

“from” and “to”. 

 The associative particle “la” is always written  sep-

arately from other words in the sentence.   

 See the example: /Ode cha la yɛrɔ/̄.  

This particle is always read as it is spoken in Yala: 

 

    Spoken YalaSpoken YalaSpoken YalaSpoken Yala            Written YalaWritten YalaWritten YalaWritten Yala    

Ode cha liyɛrɔ.̄    Ode cha la yɛrɔ.̄ 

Ɛkɔ bū lokuku.                    Ɛkɔ bū la Okuku. 

Iyaj̍i cha lida.                      Iyaj̍i cha la ida. 
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Exercise: 31Exercise: 31Exercise: 31Exercise: 31    

 Please write these sentences correctly pointing out 

the particle “la”. 

 

1. Wɔn̍ā gāla ̍yanɔ ̄lɔn̄ɛ.̄ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

2. Ābɔȳi ̍bū lyabū.  

 _____________________________________________________ 

3. Ik̍ɔdɔ yī nū mōmu lojōre.̍  

 _____________________________________________________ 

4. O̍ cha lo̍go wā lwɔlɛ ̍lɔn̄ɛ.̄ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

5. O̍ yɛ logblo̍ labɔ ̄bɛɛ̍n̄ɛ.̄ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 28Lesson 28Lesson 28Lesson 28    The Yala Equational Marker ( The Yala Equational Marker ( The Yala Equational Marker ( The Yala Equational Marker ( ----    ))))    
 

This lesson helps us to recognize and write the equational 

marker ( - ) whenever it occurs.   

 It will be helpful to see some examples in English  

and Yala in order to understand the functions of this marker. 

    EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish            Yala   Yala   Yala   Yala       

God is our father.  Ɔwɔ - A̍dā yī alɔ nɛ. 

Ijegu is Okpoma.  Ijegu - Ɔkpɔma nɛ. 

Ɔngmɛɛ̍na  is for hunting.        Ɔngmɛɛ̍na - ɔjā yī omu̍kpɛ ̄nɛ. 

Ɛgɛdɛ ̍ is for farming.            Ɛgɛdɛ ̍- ɔjā yī yɛrɔ ̄nɛ. 

 

In the examples above, you should notice that one side of the 

sentence refers to the other.  That is to say God and father  

are referring to one and the same person. 

In this sense, we may say: God equals  (=) father. 

 You must be careful not to confuse other sentences 

(such as the example below) as equational sentence.  

 

English:English:English:English: Ogbene, the wife of Oko, has gone.  

Yala:Yala:Yala:Yala:        Ɔgbɛn̍ɛ,̍ ɔnyā yī Okō, pīya mɛ. 

 

The above sentence is NOT an equational sentence.  

 

 



68 

See the contrast between the equational sentence and a   

simple sentence. 

                                            English                                 YalaEnglish                                 YalaEnglish                                 YalaEnglish                                 Yala    

1. Ogbene, the wife of Oko      Ɔgbɛn̍ɛ,̍ ɔnyā yī Okō 

2. Ogbene is the wife of Oko    Ɔgbɛn̍ɛ ̍- ɔnyā yī Okō nɛ 

                                                  

In the above sentences, the #rst sentence is NOT equational. 

Sentence two is equational. Let us see and contrast the 

equational sentence with the non equational. 

 

     Simple sentence                 EquationalSimple sentence                 EquationalSimple sentence                 EquationalSimple sentence                 Equational    

1. Okō lɛ yɛrɔ.̄                       Okō - ɔlyɛrɔ ̄nɛ.     

2. Yɛh̄ī yī yenyi nɛ.                Yɛh̄ī - iyī yenyi nɛ. 

3. Ɔyi ̍yī ɔn̄yɛ nɛ.                   Ɔyi ̍- iyī ɔn̄yɛ nɛ. 

  

Read these equational sentences.             

Aprii̍ja - i ̍ɔchīɛchɛ ni.̍ 

Ɔwɔ - Ɔgɔnyɛ nɛ. 

Oluji -  i ̍Ɔwɔ ni.̍ 

Ogeyī - akpara nɛ. 

Ɔgbɛn̍ɛ ̍- ɔlwɔhɛ nɛ. 

Ɔga ̍- uwī nɛ. 
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Exercise 32Exercise 32Exercise 32Exercise 32    

 You are to write the Yala sentence which has     

approximately the same meaning. 

1. Ofana is a rich man. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. Ajima is the brother of Ote. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. Omari, the friend of Otuji, is very old. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

4. Oluohu is a farmer. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Exercise  33Exercise  33Exercise  33Exercise  33   

Something is missing or not written correctly. You are to 

write these sentences correctly. 

1. Alɛw̍a ̍ga yɛrɔ ̄A̍dɔḡā. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. Alɛw̍a ̍yɔḡɔ ̄ac̍hɛ ̍yī A̍dɔḡā nɛ. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. A̍dāyi ̍ɔlɛw̍a ̍ɔḡɔ ̄nɛ. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

4. A̍dɔḡā bī ɛbɛ ̍bū lac̍hi ̍wā wɔlɛ.̍ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 29 Lesson 29 Lesson 29 Lesson 29     Yala ELISIONYala ELISIONYala ELISIONYala ELISION    
ElisionElisionElisionElision    

The word elision means that two words or grammatical 

items become one in conversational Yala.  This is so      

because all Yala words end with a vowel and many words 

begin with a vowel or a consonant can be ‘swallowed’ or 

‘elided’ by a previous vowel.   

Let us see these examples: 

        English                   English                   English                   English                       YalaYalaYalaYala    Yala WrittenYala WrittenYala WrittenYala Written    

Mary gave birth to a child.    Imeri ̍mɔyi ̍   Imeri ̍ma ɔyi.̍ 

Ɛkor went to the stream.       Ɛkɔ gɔkpa.̍    Ɛkɔ ga ɔkpa.̍ 

 These two sentences in Yala above are how we  

normally speak, but it is not how Yala is written. 

 To explain this, let us see the #rst sentence, 

“Imeri ̍mɔyi”̍. We know the name Mary.  However, is 

“mɔyi”̍ one word?  No.  They are two words here.  The 

verb “ma” and the noun “ɔyi”̍ are joined together to sound 

“mɔyi”̍.   

To separate them, the word should be written thus: 

  ma  ɔyi.̍  

These two words are joined to sound as one.  It is the way 

you speak rapidly that made them join together in normal 

speech.  

That is to say: “Elision has taken place”. 

 Sentence number two above should be written thus:    

  Ɛkɔ ga ɔkpa.̍ 
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Let us see more words and their contrast. 

        Spoken Yala                       Written YalaSpoken Yala                       Written YalaSpoken Yala                       Written YalaSpoken Yala                       Written Yala    

 1. Ɔgbājī ngmo̍ōbījo̍.          Ɔgbājī ngmo̍ obījo̍.  

 2. Ode gyɛrɔ.̄                     Ode ga yɛrɔ.̄      

 3. Ɔnaa ̍wu̍ūgū.                  Ɔnaa ̍wa ̍ugū. 

Note:  We do not read Yala as it is written but as we speak in Note:  We do not read Yala as it is written but as we speak in Note:  We do not read Yala as it is written but as we speak in Note:  We do not read Yala as it is written but as we speak in 

a normal way.a normal way.a normal way.a normal way.    

See these sentences again. 

                                Spoken Yala                       Written YalaSpoken Yala                       Written YalaSpoken Yala                       Written YalaSpoken Yala                       Written Yala    

 1. Iyaj̍i wu̍ūgū.                   Iyaj̍i wa ̍ugū.  

 2. Ādūmā hiy̍ɛr̄ɔ.̄                Ādūmā hi ̍yɛrɔ.̄       

 3. Yɛrɔ ̄nādūmā hi ̍an̍ɛ.        Yɛrɔ ̄nīi Ādūmā hi ̍an̍ɛ.   

Exercise: 34Exercise: 34Exercise: 34Exercise: 34    

Write the verb and noun found in the following sentences 

separately.  They are written as we normally speak Yala. 

 

1. O̍ bīhī gac̍hi.̍ 

_____________________________________________ 

2. Abā yābɔȳi ̍wɛb̍ɛ.̍  

_____________________________________________ 

3. A̍dāyi ̍gyɛrɔ ̄chichi.  

_____________________________________________ 

4. Ajima wɔɔ̍n̄yā.  

_____________________________________________ 
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Note: In order to #nd the correct verb in a word or sentence, 

put the word into “an̍ɛ” type of sentence.   

 Note the sentence – “Okō gyɛrɔ”̄ 

To #nd the verb here, say,  

 /yɛrɔ ̄nīi Okō yɛ an̍ɛ/.  

You will quickly know that the verb “gyɛrɔ”̄ is “yɛ”, in the 

sentence, “Iyaj̍i mɔyi ̍- ɔyi ̍nīi iyaj̍i ma an̍ɛ.”  ‘ma’ is the 

verb so, “Iyaj̍i ma ɔyi”̍ is  to be written. 

    Thank you for trying. 

 

Here are more examples: 

                        Spoken Yala                      Written YalaSpoken Yala                      Written YalaSpoken Yala                      Written YalaSpoken Yala                      Written Yala    

O̍ mayi ̍ahwɛt̍a ̍dɔ.̍                  O̍ ma ayi ̍ahu̍ ɛta ̍de ɔ.̍ 

O̍ kanɔl̍ɔ dɔl̍ɔ obe yī u̍ku̍rɔ.̍     O̍ ka anɔl̍ɔ da ɔl̍ɔ o̍be yī 

u̍kwɔ.̍                                                                       

Ɔ̄nɛ ̄nwɔn̍ā gālay̍anɔ ̄an̍ɛ.        Ɔ̄nɛ ̄nīi wɔn̍ā gāla ̍yanɔ ̄an̍ɛ. 
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Exercise 35Exercise 35Exercise 35Exercise 35 

The following short story is written elidedelidedelidedelided. You are to #rst read 

aloud this story, then rewrite it correctly without elisionrewrite it correctly without elisionrewrite it correctly without elisionrewrite it correctly without elision. 

 

Inyakā Bal̍a ɔnyānū 

Inyakā ɔhiy̍ɛr̄ɔ ̄gbaa̍ ̍nɛ.  Ɛ̍ru ɔnyā yī Inyakā nɛ. 

E̍ hɔ ̄la ɛbɛ u̍nyi.̍  Inyakā bū gyɛrɔ,̄ ɔnyā yī nū bīnyɛr̄ɔ.̄ 

Inyakā bī ɔla ̍linyaka yārī.  Inyakā dɔla ̍wɔw̄ā bī labɔ ̄nyaa̍.̍ 

Inyakā wɔn̍ya lac̍hi ̍bī gyɛrɔ.̄  Inyīnya rɛ lyɛrɔ ̄yīinyakā. 

Ɔnyā yīinyakā chīnyīnya lyɛrɔ.̄ 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

See page 73 for the answers.  
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UNIT 5UNIT 5UNIT 5UNIT 5    Yala Grammar (Part 2)Yala Grammar (Part 2)Yala Grammar (Part 2)Yala Grammar (Part 2)    

Lesson 30Lesson 30Lesson 30Lesson 30    The Continuous Marker (ē).The Continuous Marker (ē).The Continuous Marker (ē).The Continuous Marker (ē).    
    

Note that in the following sentence, the continuous marker /

ē/ acts as the future and present tense.  The #rst part is fu-

ture the last part is present tense. 

 

Here are more examples. 

Iyaj̍i ē yɛ kpaa̍. 

Ɔ̍lɔ geē̍ cha ̍anu̍ ɛcha.̍ 

O̍ ē de ē re ̍chac̍ha.̍ 

Āchɛ ē bī ɛbɛ ̍ge ̍de ɔgabɔ.̄ 

 

Here are some sentences in contrast with the marker (ē).  

Simple sentence                 Continuous marker (ē) sentence       Simple sentence                 Continuous marker (ē) sentence       Simple sentence                 Continuous marker (ē) sentence       Simple sentence                 Continuous marker (ē) sentence        

A̍dɔḡā ga īpū.                      A̍dɔḡā ē ga īpū. 

Ɔchwɔl̄ɛ ̍bī Ɛwu̍.                 Ɔchwɔl̄ɛ ̍ē bī ɛwu̍.  

A̍gbaa̍na gwo̍ ejē.                A̍gbaa̍na ē gwo̍ ejē.  

Ode wi uwī.                        Ode ē wi uwī.  

 

You have now seen the sentences in contrast. Always try to 

#nd the contrast between simple sentence and the continu-

ous to perfection marker sentence. 
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Exercises: 36Exercises: 36Exercises: 36Exercises: 36    

Write the following sentences pointing out the  

continuous marker (ē). 

1.  Lɛc̍hɛɛ ̄lā lɛk̍ɛk̍ɔ ̍  

_____________________________________________________________ 

2.  Anu̍ū hɔ ̄lɛk̍ɛk̍ɔ.̍   

_____________________________________________________________ 

3.  Yebo̍o yɛɛ ̄ya ̍la iyē yɛy̍ɛ.̍  

_____________________________________________________________ 

4.  Aa ̍achɛ ɛpɛpaā tyaa̍ha yī ɔnyā ūkpo̍he.  

_____________________________________________________________ 
Note that the continuous marker must always be written “ē” 

with a Mid tone. Thus. “O̍ ō kū achāla ̍la abɔ ̄yī nū”.  

This sentence is only spoken Yala, not  written Yala.      

The written Yala should be “O̍ ē kū achāla ̍la abɔ ̄yī nū”. 

 

Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   E̍ yɛ geē̍ de upu ū ku̍ ɔchwɔl̄ɔ.̍  

Written Yala   Written Yala   Written Yala   Written Yala   E̍ yɛ geē̍ de upu ē ku̍ ɔchwɔl̄ɛ.̍  

 

Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   O̍ ō tɔɔ̍t̄a ̍yaha ā ganyɔ.̄  

Written Yala   Written Yala   Written Yala   Written Yala   O̍ ē tɔɔ̍t̄a ̍yaha ē ganyɔ.̄  

 

Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   Ɔ̍lɔ ɔ ̍u̍tu hɔ ̄ya ̍oji?̍  

Written Yala   Written Yala   Written Yala   Written Yala   Ɔ̍lɔ ē u̍tu hɔ ̄ya ̍oji?̍  
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Exercise 37Exercise 37Exercise 37Exercise 37    

 You are to rewrite the following sentences putting 

in the marker (ē) wherever it occurs. 

1. O̍ ō he ɔrɔ ̄lɛ wɔnyɛ kpɛɛ̍ji. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. ūnōowu ū hwō Okō gbaa̍.̍ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. A̍ngmo̍ji ī gwō angmɔ ̄gbaa̍.̍ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

4. lɛc̍hɛ ɛ ̄nū, upu̍ū nū. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

5. Ɔmar̍i ī tɔh̍i ̍yī ugū. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 Please try and rewrite the above sentences correctly, 

and always mark the continuous marker (ē) wherever  

it occurs. 
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Lesson 31  Lesson 31  Lesson 31  Lesson 31      The Negative Marker ( i ̍)The Negative Marker ( i ̍)The Negative Marker ( i ̍)The Negative Marker ( i ̍)    
 

 A Yala person often indicates in his speech when he 

is making a negative sentence. The listener can usually tell 

immediately whether the answer is “YES” or “NO”. The 

Negative marker is always written / i ̍/ with a high tone. 

Take for example these sentences. 

 Spoken Yala   In̍ak̍uu̍ gɔgbadā ni.̍         

 Written Yala   In̍ak̍uu̍ i ̍gā ɔgbadā ni.̍    

Notice that the name ‘Inaku’ has a tone glide upwards in the 

negative sentence.  We know that the tone in ‘In̍ak̍u’ is  

high – low. We can #nd the real tone of ‘In̍ak̍u’ by     

changing the sentence to a simple statement, for example:    

 In̍ak̍u ga Ɔgbadā. 

Another example is: 

 Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   Spoken Yala   Ɔgabɔ ̄ɔ ̍wɔɔ̍n̄yā ni.̍ 

 Written Yala   Written Yala   Written Yala   Written Yala   Ɔgabɔ ̄i ̍wu̍ ɔnyā ni.̍ 

Watch that every sentence that has “ni”̍ at the end, must 

have a negative in it.  The negative indicator is always “i”̍. 

You can notice some negatives in speech. But some       

sentences you cannot notice it in speech.  Look at these  

sentences. 

 “Lɛt̍ā i ̍tū yeyī ni”̍.  (Negative noticed). 

 “Ɔga ̍i ̍wā ni”̍.  (Negative not noticed) in speech. 

But it must be written.But it must be written.But it must be written.But it must be written.     
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Exercise 38 Exercise 38 Exercise 38 Exercise 38   

 You are to rewrite these sentences. Remember that you 

should always write the negative marker ( i ̍) in a negative 

sentence even if you do not hear it in spoken Yala. 

1. A̍dāmed̍e ̍tɔɔ̍na ni.̍ 

___________________________________________________________ 

2. Ɔga ̍geē̍ wā ni.̍ 

___________________________________________________________ 

3. O̍ ga ɔkpa.̍  

___________________________________________________________ 

4. Ɔmāgū ga ochubi ni.̍ 

___________________________________________________________ 

5. Ihu bū la yɛrɔ ̄ni.̍ 

___________________________________________________________ 
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Remember that Yala is always read as it is usually spoken. 

Let us read this story. 

 

Ɔngrɔɔ̄ ɔha ̍prīyī. 

O̍ rek̍a Okō. 

O̍ i ̍lɛ ɔc̄hɔc̄hɛ ni.̍ 

Ic̍hic̍hɛ ɔha ̍lɛmiyɛ i ̍bī ɔ ̄lɛhi gɛ ni.̍ 

O̍ kū la ojōre ̍la ɔgāla. 

O̍ ē ta wɔlɔl̍ɛ ̍ē ta ̍gāla ̍ojōre.̍ 

O̍ gbajɛ ga wɔlɛ ̍ɔha ̍ma.̍ 

Okwiī̍yē ɔha ̍hɔ ̄abɔɔ̍ la wɔlɛ ̍ɔlaā̍ pii̍.̍ 

Okwiī̍yē ɔlaā̍ rek̍a Ɔfana. 

Ɔfana - ɔc̄hɛ ɔgbāngungu nɛ. 

Ɔfana ta ̍lā abɔɔ̍ la iyɛɛ̍chɛ lɛhɛh̍ā ē drɛɛ̄gba idīdū-idīdū. 

E̍ pīya ga ɛbɛ waa̍ ̍hī ɔ.̄ 

Ojōre ̍i ̍hɔ ̄de ɔ ̍ni.̍ 

Okō gbajɛ ga ɛbɛ nīi Ɔfana hɔ ̄pii̍ ̍ma,̍ o̍ i ̍je ̍ka ɔc̄hɔc̄hɛ ɔl̍ɔ 

 hɔ ̄abɔɔ̍ ni.̍ 

O̍ yɛ geē̍ ngma ̍gbo ē kla ̍Ɔfana. 

Ɔfana ji yii hī ɛbɛ de ɔ.̍ 
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Lesson 32   The Negative Marker / i ̍/ (Continued)Lesson 32   The Negative Marker / i ̍/ (Continued)Lesson 32   The Negative Marker / i ̍/ (Continued)Lesson 32   The Negative Marker / i ̍/ (Continued)    
 In the last lesson we saw how the negative can be no-

ticed in a sentence at the middle of a sentence. “Ikrihi i ̍jēejē mɛ 

ni.̍ Ɔwɔ i ̍chɛ ̄ɔyar̍e ̍ni”̍.  Here are some sentences where the 

negative marker is at the beginning of a sentence. 

 Spoken Yala            Written YalaSpoken Yala            Written YalaSpoken Yala            Written YalaSpoken Yala            Written Yala    

 A̍a mi ni.̍              I ̍ami ni.̍   

 A̍ re ̍ni,̍ a ku̍ ji.   I ̍a re ̍ni,̍ a ku̍ ji.  

 Ɛ̍ɛbɛ ̍ni.̍   I ̍ɛbɛ ̍ni.̍   

All that you should know is that, every sentence that     

has / ni ̍/ at the end must be a negative sentence. Therefore,  

a negative sentence must have the negative marker / i ̍ /.  

It must always be shown in such sentences.  The negative and 

the continuous marker / ē / can occur in a sentence together.   

 

Orem̍ɛ i ̍ē yɛ ni.̍ 

Āgājī i ̍chɛ ̄ē ya ̍ni.̍ 

Lɛt̍ɔk̄pa ̍ka, anɔl̍ɔ i ̍ka obib̍i ̍ yī ajɛ ni,̍ ajɛ ɔl̍ɔ i ̍ē ba ̍anu̍ la iyē ni.̍ 

    

Exercise 39Exercise 39Exercise 39Exercise 39    

 Rewrite these sentences correctly: 

1. u̍kpāā ni.̍   ___________________________________ 

2. A̍ami ni.̍    ___________________________________ 

3. A̍aric̍ha ka an̍i.̍  ___________________________________ 

4. Ɔwɔɔ ̍gbwɔlā ni.̍ ___________________________________  
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Exercise 40Exercise 40Exercise 40Exercise 40 

Please practice writing this story correctly. 

 

Ii̍hī yī Ɔfana bī ma ̍an̍i?̍ 

_____________________________________________________ 
Ihī ɔlaā̍ - ii̍yī Ɔfana ni.̍ 

_____________________________________________________ 
Ɔfana a ̍hi ̍yɛrɔ ̄je ̍ni.̍ 

_____________________________________________________ 
O̍ gɔ ̄iwu̍ mɛ je ̍ni.̍ 

_____________________________________________________ 
Ɔjā kat̍a ̍nīi o̍ ē ya ̍ma ̍- ejē kee̍ ̍nɛ. 

_____________________________________________________ 
O̍ tū ɔngrɔɔ̄ ni.̍ 

_____________________________________________________ 
O̍ chī tū ɔnyā ni.̍ 

_____________________________________________________ 
Ɔgɔḡā bɛb̍ɛ ̍- ɔjā yī nū an̍ɛ. 

_____________________________________________________ 
Ɔgbla ami ɔchɔɔ̍? 

_____________________________________________________ 
Ɛ̍ɛhlɛb̍i ̍gbo ad̍ā yī nū an̍i?̍ 

_____________________________________________________ 
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You should now read this story from Yala Primer 6. 

 

Ik̍rɛɛ̍miyɛ gbo waa̍ ̍ji la lɛy̍i ̍ɔha.̍ 

Ɔga i ̍lɛ ojōre ̍ni.̍ 

O̍ i ̍je ̍lɔkɔ nīi o̍ geē̍ ya ̍ma ̍ni.̍ 

Ɔnyaku̍ ɔnyā ɔha ̍lɛ ojōre ̍kpɛɛ̍ji. 

Ik̍rɛɛ̍miyɛ i ̍gbo ga wɔlɛ ̍yī nū ni.̍ 

Ɔga de ɛbɛ yī ɔnyā ɔlaā̍ pīyɛ ̄ma,̍ o̍ ē tɔɔ̍t̄a ̍yaha ē ganyɔ.̄ 

Ɔnyā ɔlaā̍ ge ̍he ojōre ̍ma,̍ o̍ i ̍kɔ ̄de ɔga ni.̍ 

Ɔga chī de eyī che ɔ ̍wɔr̍a ̍hɔ ̄abɔɔ̍. 

O̍ ē de ē re ̍chac̍ha.̍ 

Lɛmiyɛ i ̍chī bī ɔga lɛhi ni.̍ 

O̍ i ̍je ̍lɔkɔ nīi o̍ geē̍ ya ̍ma ̍ni.̍ 

Ic̍hic̍hɛ ɔha,̍ ɔga ganyɔ.̄ 

Ɔnyā ɔlaā̍ he wɔna ̍rɛ abɔɔ̍ ē re.̍ 

Abahi ohu yenyi mu ɔrɔ.̄ 

O̍ ku wɔna ̍bī yɛ ga oko̍o ma,̍  

ɔga ko̍o̍ la wɔna ̍la abɔ ̄yī nū. 

O̍ gwɛɛ̍nya la anu̍ pīya. 
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UNIT 6      Yala Grammar (Part 3)UNIT 6      Yala Grammar (Part 3)UNIT 6      Yala Grammar (Part 3)UNIT 6      Yala Grammar (Part 3)    

Lesson 33Lesson 33Lesson 33Lesson 33    The Hortative Marker  / ā /The Hortative Marker  / ā /The Hortative Marker  / ā /The Hortative Marker  / ā /    
 

 The hortative is a word that acts as a warning in 

speech. This marker must always be written as “ā” with a 

mid tone. 

 Look at these two sentences. The #rst sentence is a 

simple sentence while the second sentence is a hortative. 

Note that the hortative sentence must always end with the 

word “ni”̍ as well as the negative sentence.  

 

 Negative sentence:    Okoji ̍i ̍ra ̍ākpō ni.̍ 

 Hortative sentence:   Okoji ̍a ā ra ̍ākpō ni.̍ 

 

Here are examples of hortative sentences. 

 A ā ka gɛ ni.̍ 

 A ā gbɔwɔ lɛlā īrɛ ̄ni.̍ 

 Im̍aren̍i,̍ ā dɛ ̄gɛ ni.̍ 

 Apriija gamu, a ā ma Ɔwɔ  ma ̍ni.̍ 

 A ā cha la otu̍ ni.̍ 

 

All of the examples above serve as warning. They are all 

hortative sentences.  
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Reading exercise: 

 

Ādā, gbolɛhi.  Gbolɛhi ɔɔn̍u̍u.  Ādā, a hwɔhi gbɔɔ̍c̄hī? 

N hwɔhi ɔɔn̍u̍u.  N wā geē̍ che wɔ ikpo̍, ka īchīna ̍nīi a geē̍ 

de ihī yī u ē nyi de u ma?̍ 

Libi yī wɔ waa̍,̍ chī yɛ amu ē nyi ihī mɛ mɛ.̍ 

Iyī wɔ ma,̍ a geē̍ hɔ ̄gbō olo̍ ɔna?̍ 

N ā pīya gaā ge ̍nyi ̍bɛɛ̍n̄ɛ ̄ni?̍ 

A ā ya ̍ni ̍ligbo̍-ligbo̍. 

A ka aɔl̍ɔ ē nyi lɛɛ̍lan̍ū, nīi ihī i ̍gbo ni.̍ 

A ā nyi ni ̍ligbo̍-ligbo̍. 

Ami bal̍a awɔ geē̍ gānyɔ ̄ic̍hɛ la onyōnyī. 

N i ̍geē̍ chabɔ ̄hu̍ wɔ o̍bū ni ̍a ā nyī ni.̍ 

Iwu̍ yī wɔ ɔl̍ɔma ̍lɛ bāa ɔbadabada ma.̍ 

A ā gɔ ̄in̍gɔɔ̍ gɛ ni.̍ 

Iwu̍ ɔlɛbadabada, ihī yī nū i ̍ē gbo yɛy̍ɛ ̍ni.̍ 

Bī kpo̍ ihī che la iwu̍ gɛ.  Okō, nyi ̍gɛ nīi n ā ma.̍ 

A ā kū la yɛnɔ yī ɔn̄ɛ ̄ni.̍ 

Kū pīya okwii̍hi ̍ta ̍yɛnɔ yī ɔn̄ɛ.̄ 

Ɛ̄ɛ, ɔjā ongōngū, - ɔjā yī ɔlyɛl̍ɛ ̍nɛ. 

A ge ̍chɛr̄ī, a de ē hɛt̍a ̍la ɔmɛ. 

No̍be yī u̍kwrɔ.̍ 
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Lesson 34  Elision and the Hortative Marker “ā”Lesson 34  Elision and the Hortative Marker “ā”Lesson 34  Elision and the Hortative Marker “ā”Lesson 34  Elision and the Hortative Marker “ā”    
Elision is the dropping away of some letters as we  speak rap-

idly, for example:    

 N cha lotu̍.  N cha la otu̍.  

In the #rst sentence the elision has taken place making the 

“a” in “la” drop to “lotu̍”. 

 Remember that the way Yala is written is di-erent 

from the way it is spoken.  Let us now look closely at how 

elision works in a Hortative sentence.  A Hortative sentence 

encourages someone to do something. 

 Spoken Yala                       Written Yala. Spoken Yala                       Written Yala. Spoken Yala                       Written Yala. Spoken Yala                       Written Yala.     

 Ā kɔk̄a ni,̍ n de re ̍mɛ.̍       A ā kɔk̄a ni,̍ n de re ̍mɛ.̍ 

 Ya ̍nīi ma ̍gɛ.          Ya ̍nīi n ma ̍gɛ. 

Exercises: 41Exercises: 41Exercises: 41Exercises: 41    

You are to write sentence with Hortative marker (ā) in these 

sentences. 

1. A ku la u̍tu gɛ ni.̍ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
2. A de ɔchi ̍wɔlɛ ̍ɔhal̍ɔha ̍de ɔ ̍ni.̍ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
3. A ma ̍ɔc̄hɛ la ɔpɔp̄u hɛhɛ tū ɔ ̄ni.̍ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
4. A chɛ ̄nīi ayi ̍ehēhī ge ̍tu̍ blaa̍ anu̍ ni.̍ 

_____________________________________________________________ 



86 

Reading exerciseReading exerciseReading exerciseReading exercise    

Agbo̍, a yɛ gāa aba?̍ 

Ogbogbo wɔ i ̍lɛ go̍go̍ ni ̍Ādā. 

N yɛ gāa ɛbɛ yī ɔchi.̍ 

O̍ ē ya ̍ɔ ̄kana ̍ma?̍ 

Wɔn̍ā piy̍em̍ā, o̍ de jɛ ̄u la iyē. 

A i ̍ē de abɔ ̄ma ɔ ̍ni?̍ 

Fiy̍ɛ! Ibiī̍yē yī nū chɔc̄hɛ ̄bāa ɔla ̍ma ̍ko̍ō. 

Agbo̍ ohū ya ̍ɔ?̄ 

Ādā, o̍ ē hɛ ̍bāa ɔkpak̍pa ̍ma.̍ 

Imi tū abɔɔ̍.  Ikprīi de nū bāa okpii̍kpii̍ bī aa.̍ 

O̍ i ̍ma ̍ɔla ̍mɛ ni.̍  Wɔkɔ ̄la oto̍tu̍ geē̍ ku ɔc̄hī. 

O̍ ē chɛ ̄nāa ojōre ̍ē re?̍ 

O̍ i ̍chɛ ̄re ̍ɔjā gɛ ni ̍ik̍ik̍rɔɔ̍. 

Wɔn̍ā, ma ̍ɔ ̄tāa ami gɛ/. 

 Agbo̍ iwew̍e ̍nɛ. 

Iwew̍e?̍ N ya ̍kana?̍ 

Aba ̍nīi n geē̍ ma ̍ɛm̍wɔ ̄ɔta ̍la eyī ma?̍ 

Ɛcha fii̍jē ma ̍dɔd̄a . 

Agbo̍, a geē̍ ya ̍oji ̍la ɛjā ɛlaa̍ kūtū? 

Bī ɔ ̄pīya ga ah̍ibu̍tu ɔpɔɔ̄pɛ.̄ 

Wɔn̍ā, e ̍ē nyiya la ah̍ibu̍tu ē mɛ? 

Agbo̍, u̍maam̍a nīi a geē̍ cha an̍ɛ. 

A ā de ɔjɔj̄ā ta ̍ɔ ̄la eyī ni/̍. 

A ā de ɔjɔj̄ā ngmo̍ ɔ ̄la iyē ni.̍ 
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Wɔn̍ā, a ā kɔk̄a gɛ ni.̍ 

Iwew̍e ̍dwɔb̄i ̍tū aap̍ɛ ̄bāa ɔjāha ̍ma.̍ 

O̍ ē de ɔyi ̍ē hukɔ.̄ O̍ ē de ɔyi ̍du arɔ.̄ 

O̍ ē de ɔyi ̍ya ̍otūyɛgɔ.̄ O̍ ē ngmo̍ ayi ̍yɛm̄ɛm̄ɛ.̄ 

A ge ̍jo̍ōkū nīi  iwew̍e ̍wā la ɔyi ̍ma,̍  

hlik̍pa ̍bī ɔyi ̍ga ah̍ibu̍tu.   

N geē̍ ya ̍aap̍ɛ ̄yī u ehēhī kana ̍ma ̍Wɔn̍ā? 

A ā chɛ ̄nīi ayi ̍ehēhī ge ̍tu̍ blaa̍ anu̍ ni.̍ 

A ge ̍cha la ahib̍u̍tu ma,̍ bī aap̍ɛ ̄ehēhī ge ̍hɛ ̍ɔgbat̍ete ɔpɔɔ̄pɛ.̄  

A ā de ɔchi ̍wɔlɛ ̍ɔhal̍ɔha ̍de ɔ ̍ni.̍ 

A ge ̍ma ɔyi ̍ɔpɔɔ̄pɛ ̄ma,̍ bī ɔ ̄pīya ge ̍hɛ ̍ɔgbat̍ete yī iwew̍e.̍ 
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Lesson 35Lesson 35Lesson 35Lesson 35    The Expectation Marker “ee̍”The Expectation Marker “ee̍”The Expectation Marker “ee̍”The Expectation Marker “ee̍”    
 The best way to practice the use of the various 

markers is to actually read them.  You will then be asked to 

#nd and identify them. 

 Please study these examplesPlease study these examplesPlease study these examplesPlease study these examples: 

Ɛlɛ i ̍geē̍ cha abābɔ ̄ni.̍     (Negative marker “i”̍ is present) 

Ɛlɛ ge ̍ee̍ cha abābɔ ̄ni.̍    (Expectation marker  “ee̍” ) 

 

    Look at these sentences for example.Look at these sentences for example.Look at these sentences for example.Look at these sentences for example. 

Idaa̍gu̍ ka ɔl̍ɔ ee̍ yɛ amu ē hɛ ̍owu we.̍ 

Ɔga ̍ka ɔl̍ɔ ee̍ geē̍ wōwi we.̍ 

 

In this example, the marker “ee̍” and the continuous marker 

“ē” both appear in the same sentence. 

 

Example 1 

Ɛ̍lɛ i ̍ge ̍cha abābɔ ̄ni.̍      (negative marker “i”̍)  

Ɛ̍lɛ ge ̍ee̍ cha abābɔ ̄ni.̍    (expectation marker “ee̍”)  

 

Example 2 

Ala ̍i ̍ge ̍pīya ē hɛɛ̄bɛ  ɔlaā̍ ni.̍    (negative marker “i”̍)  

Ala ̍ee̍ pīya hɛɛ̄bɛ ɔlaā̍ ni.̍         (expectation marker “ee̍”) 

You should notice the slight di-erence in meaning between  

these sentences. 
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Let us end this lesson with this story.  

 Yɛchɛ pīyata̍Yɛchɛ pīyata̍Yɛchɛ pīyata̍Yɛchɛ pīyata ̍   

Ɔga ̍bī Iyaj̍i ga ɛbɛ yī Ɔchi.̍ 

Iyaj̍i ku̍ iyē gbaa̍.̍  Otūyɛgɔ ̄ya ̍Iyaj̍i gbaa̍.̍ 

Idaa̍gu̍ de ɔchi ̍yī otūyɛgɔ ̄de Iyaj̍i.  Ɔchi ̍i ̍ya ̍ingwa ni ̍ligbo̍

-ligbo̍.  Ɔ̄chī ɔmɛta,̍ iyē yī Iyaj̍i de hwɔb̍i ̍dɛ ̄        lēchi-̍

lēchi.̍  Iyaj̍i kū la ɔhɔɔ̍h̄ɛ ̍ko̍ōku̍ mɛ.̍ 

Ɔga ̍kū amu la lɛgba la ɔdɔd̄ɛ ̄tū Iyaj̍i ɔyi ̍nu̍ mɛ.̍ 

O̍ ka anɔl̍ɔ geē̍ ya ̍kana ̍ma?̍ 

Alwɔhɛ ɛl̍ɛ ge ̍chu̍chu̍u̍!  Ɛ̍lɛ ge ̍de anu̍ ɔyi ̍nāa ngmo̍ ni.̍ 

Anɔl̍ɔ ee̍ ma ɔyi ̍nūma ̍ma ̍yɛnɔ.  Ɔjā ūkpo̍he nīi Ɔwɔ ɔl̍ɔ de 

de anu̍ ma?̍ 

Lɛlā ɔl̍ɔ i ̍hɔ ̄ni,̍ ɔl̍ɔ - Ɔwɔ nɛ. 

Iyaj̍i gbo amu e ̍wu̍ eyī hu̍u̍. 

Ɔlɔchi ̍ka Ɔga ̍ɔl̍ɔ ee̍ drɛɛ̄gba la wɔlɛ ̍yī anu̍ ni.̍ 

Ɔlɔ ee̍ de lihɔ yī ɛchiy̍ɛka yī anu̍ bīya ni.̍ 

Ɔga ̍ka Iyaj̍i ɔyi ̍anu̍, ɔl̍ɔ ee̍ tū īkprīi abɔɔ̍ we?̍ 

Idaa̍gu̍ ka ɔl̍ɔ ee̍ yɛ amu ē ho̍owu we.̍ 

Ɔga ̍ka anɔl̍ɔ geē̍ bī ɔl̍ɔ ē pīya wɔlɛ.̍  Ɔ̍lɔ ee̍ ya ̍anu̍ ichi ̍ni.̍ 

Ɔ̍lɔ ge ̍yɛ geē̍ ku̍ ma,̍ ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍ku̍ gɛ.   

Ɔga ̍de Iyaj̍i nāa pīya yɛ gāa wɔlɛ ̍bɛɛ̍n̄ɛ.̄ 

O̍ wā ge ̍grāa In̍ak̍u la ɔpɔp̄ū. 

In̍ak̍u nūma ̍- ichic̍ha nɛ.̄ 

O̍ ka Ɔga ̍ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍bī ɔl̍ɔ pīya ga ah̍ibu̍tu pap̍a.̍  

Ɔga ̍ka ɔl̍ɔ ee̍ geē̍ wōwi we?̍ 

In̍ak̍u ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍mama ̍o̍bū ji. 



90 

Ɔga ̍pīya la ɔyi ̍ga ah̍ibu̍tu. 

Alah̍ibu̍tu krūkrukrū de ɔchi ̍de Iyaj̍i. 

Ɔ̄chī ɛta,̍ Iyaj̍i de hɛ ̍kwek̍wer̍e ̍mɛ.̍ 

Iyaj̍i yɛ amu ē kɛlā bāa ohwe ̍ma.̍ 

O̍ ka ɔchi ̍yī ah̍ibu̍tu ɔl̍ɔ hwɔhi an̍ɛ. 

Ɔchi ̍wɔlɛ ̍ɔl̍ɔ i ̍hwɔhi ni.̍ 

Ɔga ̍- ad̍ānū ka ɔl̍ɔ ee̍ ka in̍gɔɔ̍ ni.̍ 

Iyaj̍i ka anɔl̍ɔ geē̍ ka in̍gɔɔ̍ ka. 

 

Now that you have read the story,  

 

1.  Point out the Expectation Marker (number in the story) 

 

2.  Point out the Negative Marker  

 

3.  Point out the Continuous Marker  

 

4.  Point out the Possessive Marker 

Note how many times each appears in the story? 
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Lesson 36Lesson 36Lesson 36Lesson 36    The A`rmation Marker The A`rmation Marker The A`rmation Marker The A`rmation Marker  ( /  ) ( /  ) ( /  ) ( /  )     

        and the Exclamation Mark ( ! )and the Exclamation Mark ( ! )and the Exclamation Mark ( ! )and the Exclamation Mark ( ! )    
 The A`rmation Marker “ / ” appears at the end of 

a Yala sentence and it is written just before a full stop “ /. ” 

 The following examples should help us better     

understand the function or use of this marker. 

N i ̍jo̍ōkū ni.̍     (a negative statement) 

N i ̍jo̍ōkū ni/̍.    (negative sentence plus A`rmation Marker) 

Wɔn̍ā, ma ̍ɔ ̄tāa ami ̍gɛ.  (a simple statement) 

Wɔn̍ā, ma ̍ɔ ̄tāa ami ̍gɛ/.  (A`rmation Marker). 

You should notice that the “A`rmation Marker” is written 

at the end of the sentences above. 

Exercise 42.Exercise 42.Exercise 42.Exercise 42.    

You are to rewrite the following sentences with the        

a`rmation marker ( / ).   

1. Lɛlā yī Ɔga ̍ɔplabɔ ̄nɛ. 

2. O i ̍lɛ u wɔnyɛ ni.̍ 

3. Okro̍biya de pīya ɔngrɔɔ̄ mɛ.̍ 

4. Iju ka ɔl̍ɔ de ya ̍anu̍ oto̍tu̍. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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The Exclamation mark ( ! )The Exclamation mark ( ! )The Exclamation mark ( ! )The Exclamation mark ( ! )    

 The Exclamation marker is used in English or Yala 

to indicate forceful speaking, or strong feeling. 

 Yala speakers or writers may want to have other 

people “feel” the strong feelings which they hold about a 

certain person or object. The exclamation point ( ! ) at the 

end of a sentence will tell the reader how strongly the writer 

feels.  Here are some Yala sentences which end with an  

exclamation mark. 

 Ɛngu̍ ka anɔl̍ɔ i ̍ē re ̍iga ̍ni ̍o! 

 O̍ ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍fiy̍ɛ! 

 Ihu̍ yī wɔlɛ ̍ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍ehe!̍ 

Exercise 43Exercise 43Exercise 43Exercise 43    

 You are to end the following sentences with an 

exclamation mark “!”. Rewrite these sentences. 

1.  O̍ ka ɔl̍ɔ lɛ wɔnyɛ chɔɔ̍. 

2.  Upu i ̍tu̍ba ̍gɛ ni ̍o. 

3.  In̍ak̍u ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍iwo̍o. 

4.  Yɛchɛ ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍choku lɛhu̍ yī anu̍ goo. 

5.  Ɔfana ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍ey̍ē, ādā. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________  
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Reading practice.Reading practice.Reading practice.Reading practice.    

O̍ ka anɔl̍ɔ ku̍ ɛl̍ɛ oko̍ōku̍. 

Ojōre ̍yī ɛchiy̍ɛka nīi ɛl̍ɛ de kpo̍ an̍ɛ? 

Ɛ̍lɛ ge ̍de de anu̍ u̍maam̍a nɛn̄i ̍anɔl̍ɔ geē̍ bī ɛl̍ɛ ē ga igbakɔbɔ. 

Okō bal̍a Ɔfana ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍mlɛh̍a ̍yī aa ̍ji. 

Lɛmiyɛ gbōō ɔl̍ɔ chī tu̍ aa ̍tū an̍ɛ. 

U̍gbada ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍ɛnɛ ̄la ɔkpa!̍ 

Anɔl̍ɔ i ̍chɛ ̄ni.̍ 

Ɔ̄nyɛ nīi ɛl̍ɛ u̍tu ē ka ɔjā ɔlaā̍ de ɔl̍ɔ? 

Anɔl̍ɔ ku̍ ɛl̍ɛ iyē ɔlaā̍ an̍ɛ? 

Okō bal̍a Ɔfana ka ojōre ̍ma ̍aɛl̍ɛ i ̍geē̍ de ē mɛ ni/̍. 

U̍gbada ka ɛchiy̍ɛka ɔl̍ɔ geē̍ ku̍ ɛl̍ɛ/. 

Okō bal̍a Ɔfana ka aɛl̍ɛ i ̍ta ̍ni.̍ 

Ɛchiy̍ɛka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍de aa ̍ngmo̍. 

  

Read the full story in the Yala primer. 
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UNIT 7UNIT 7UNIT 7UNIT 7    Yala parts of speechYala parts of speechYala parts of speechYala parts of speech    

Lesson 37Lesson 37Lesson 37Lesson 37    The Yala pronounThe Yala pronounThe Yala pronounThe Yala pronoun    
 The Yala person uses pronouns when he is being quite 

speci#c about the person or thing he is talking about. 

The direct speci#c speech pronouns in Yala are: 

    YalaYalaYalaYala            EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    

 ami ̍   me/my 

 awɔ   you  (singlular) 

 anu̍   he/ she/ it 

 alɔ   we 

 ala ̍   you  (plural) 

 aa ̍   they/ them 

 The following sentences in which these pronouns are 

used, will help you better understand how these are used in 

everyday speaking .  

Ami ̍geē̍ ga yɛrɔ ̄ic̍hɛ.       I will go to the farm today. 

Awɔ  geē̍ yɛ kpaa̍?           Will you go also? 

Anu̍  lɛ ɔk̄ū gbaa̍ ̍             He is very big. 

Alɔ geē̍ yɛ ic̍hic̍hi ̍           We will go tomorrow. 

Ala ̍geē̍ yɛ chichi?           Will you also go? 

Aa ̍geē̍ wā la ākpākpā.    They will come on Ākpākpā.                                                         
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General subject pronounsGeneral subject pronounsGeneral subject pronounsGeneral subject pronouns    

A Yala person may not want to focus or point out a speci#c 

subject in a sentence. In this case, he will simply choose to 

use the GENERAL set of subject pronouns, which are: 

 YalaYalaYalaYala                                EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish    

 n                            I 

 a                            You (singular) 

 o̍                            He/ She/It 

 alɔ                         We 

 ala ̍                        You  (plural) 

 e ̍                           They 

 

Here are examples of GENERAL pronouns used in        

everyday speech. 

 N jo̍ōkū, Ādā. 

 A ya ̍ hwɔhi. 

 O̍ ka  kana?̍ 

 Alɔ cha la yɛrɔ.̄ 

 Ala ̍bū la aba?̍ 

 E̍ geē̍ chɔc̄hā  la Okuku. 
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Exercise 44Exercise 44Exercise 44Exercise 44    

In the following sentences, you are to write GENERAL or 

speci#c beside the sentence in which the underlined       

pronoun appears, for example:  Anu̍  jyɛɛ̍l̄a  gbaa̍ ̍(speci#c). 

 

Write whether the underlined pronoun is General or      

Speci#c with the following sentences. 

1.   Ami geē̍ yɛ an̍ɛ. _____________________ 

2.   O̍ i ̍yɛ mɛ ni.̍   _____________________ 

3.   A ka mɛ ni.̍   _____________________ 

4.   N ya ̍ji.    _____________________ 

5.   Awɔ nɛ.   _____________________ 

6.   Alɔ cha la yɛrɔ.̄  _____________________ 

7.   Ala ̍yɛɛ̍l̄ā wɔhɔh̍u̍.  _____________________ 

8.   Anu̍ i ̍chɛ ̄ni.̍   _____________________ 

9.   E̍ yɛɛ̍l̄ā wɔhu̍.   _____________________ 

10. Aa ̍waa̍ ̍chɛ.̄   _____________________ 
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Lesson 38 The Object PronounsLesson 38 The Object PronounsLesson 38 The Object PronounsLesson 38 The Object Pronouns    

  
The object pronouns follow the possessive particle ( yī ).   

Please note the following examples: 

 

The object pronouns that follow the verb are: 

           Yala                                      EnglishYala                                      EnglishYala                                      EnglishYala                                      English    

 um or u                                 me  

 wɔ                                        you (singular) 

 Ɔ̍ or ɔ ̄                                  him/her/it 

 Alɔ                                       us 

 Ala ̍                                      you (plural) 

 Wa ̍or wā                              them 

 

Here are examples of the simple sentences in which object 

pronouns can be found. 

O̍ ka de u.  

O̍ hi um ɔtū. 

Awɔ yɛ wā  

Ɛ̄nɛȳi ̍ka de ɔ ̍gɛ. 

Wɔlɛ ̍yī alɔ nɛ. 

Ala ̍bū la aba?̍ 

Ɔga ̍ma ̍ɔ ̄la yɛrɔ.̄ 
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Exercise 45 Exercise 45 Exercise 45 Exercise 45     

You are to underline only the object pronouns in the          

following sentences. 

1. E̍ de okpo de alɔ. 

2. Alɔ hī ala ̍ɛra.̍ 

3. O̍ de yɛh̄ī de ɔ.̍  

4. N ge ̍ē ka de wɔ. 

5. Ala ̍waa̍ ̍hi wa ̍ɔtū. 

6. Āchɛ ɛpa hi um ɔtū an̍ɛ.  
 

The object pronouns following the  possessive  particle / yī /.  

  

 /Wɔlɛ ̍yī nū nɛ./   

In this sentence the “nū” is the pronoun in the sentence    

which follow’s “yī”. 

 

Here are the object pronouns 

 u        my /mine 

 wɔ      you/your  (singular) 

 nū      his/her/its 

 alɔ      we/us/our 

 ala ̍    you/your  (plural). 

 wā    they/them/their 
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Some examples of these pronouns following the possessive  

particle (yī) are now given. The object pronouns are           

underlined in the sentences given below. 

 A̍dā yī u Okō , gbolɛhi yī ɔc̄hī. 

 Ogbogbo yī wɔ i ̍lɛ go̍go̍ ni,̍ Ādā. 

 Ibiī̍yē yī nū chɔc̄hɛ ̄ba ɔla ̍ma ̍ko̍ō! 

 Ibiī̍yē yī alɔ  ge ̍ lɛ chac̍ha.̍ 

 Lɛlā yī ala ̍ de ya ̍u yɛm̄ɛm̄ɛ.̄ 

 Ik̍ɔdɔ yī wā  mōmu la ojōre.̍ 

 

Exercise 46Exercise 46Exercise 46Exercise 46    

In this exercise, you are to underline the pronoun,  which    

appears in the object position. i.e. Wɔn̍ā, ma ̍ɔ ̄tū ami  gɛ/. 

In this example you can see the pronoun following the verb 

“tū”.  The “ami” is in the object position.  Remember that  

you are to underline these pronouns only. 

 1.  Wɔkɔ ̄yī nū de hīya anu̍ mɛ.̍ 

 2.   Ɔcha nūma ̍ɔl̍ɔ geē̍ de aa ̍ē kla ̍mɛ/. 

 3.   I ̍anu̍ wu̍ wɔhɛ ē hī ojōre ̍de alɔ an̍i?̍ 

 4.   N yɛ amu tāa awɔ. 

 5.   O̍bū nīi ɔl̍ɔ chɛ ̄tu̍labɔ ̄hī ɔl̍ɔ de aa ̍an̍ɛ. 

 6.    O̍ ka la oko̍o yī ɔcha yī wā tāa aa.̍ 
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Reading exercises. Reading exercises. Reading exercises. Reading exercises.     

 

  IFE̍RO TA̍ AHU TĀA ƆWƆ. 

Imosīisi pīya dikpo̍ba ̍Ɔwɔ bɛɛ̍n̄ɛ.̄  Ig̍baa̍ anɔl̍ɔ hih̍iy̍o̍, ɔl̍ɔ i ̍

chɛ ̄ni.̍ Kana ̍nīi Ɔwɔ ɔl̍ɔ chōo̍chē ya ̍in̍gɔɔ̍ ma?̍   

Ɔ̍lɔ chōo̍chē tu̍ ayi ̍yī ɔl̍ɔ tū ga ichi ̍ɔdwɔb̄i ̍ɔdwɔnyɛ? 

Abɔ ̄nīi anɔl̍ɔ gaā dikpo̍ba ̍Ifer̍o ge ̍kɛlā ɔlaā̍ ma,̍ lɛlā ɔl̍ɔ 

to̍ōtu hwɔb̍id̍ɛ.̄ 

Ɔwɔ de Imo̍sis̍i ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍hɔ ̄kpɔɔ̍.̍ 

Ɔ̍lɔ geē̍ ma ̍lɔkɔ nīi anɔl̍ɔ geē̍ ya ̍nīi Ifer̍o ɔl̍ɔ geē̍ chɛ ̄tu̍labɔ ̄

hī ɛl̍ɛ ma.̍ 

Ɔwɔ ka lɛgba bal̍a ūkpɔt̄ū ɔtaa̍nyī yī Alisɛr̄ɛli abɔɔ̍ la Ij̍ii̍pu, 

anɔl̍ɔ po̍ mɛ.̍ 

Anɔl̍ɔ geē̍ hɛ ̍ɛl̍ɛ ē ta ̍ē hī lɛ#yɛ ɔlaā̍. Imosii̍si gaā ge ̍ka 

in̍gɔɔ̍ de Alis̍ɛrɛɛl̄i,  

otōwu̍ i ̍chɛ nīi e ̍plɛɛ̍l̄a yī Imosii̍si gɛ ni.̍ 
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Lesson 39Lesson 39Lesson 39Lesson 39    The Reported Speech PronounsThe Reported Speech PronounsThe Reported Speech PronounsThe Reported Speech Pronouns    
Reported speech pronoun Reported speech pronoun Reported speech pronoun Reported speech pronoun  

The reported speech pronouns are similar to the English 

quotation in their function.  The pronouns are NOT exactly 

the same but hopefully you can see some of the comparison 

which is intended to help you learn to read Yala quickly. 

The following illustration may be helpful for better        

understanding of what is being said here. 

 E̍ ka amɔl̍ɔ i ̍je ̍īpū ni.̍ 

 A ka aɔl̍ɔ i ̍wā ni.̍ 

Many times a quotation in Yala is preceded by the word 

“hīka”, for example: 

 O̍ ka hīka, “Awɔ ejū nūma,̍ ɔc̄hɔc̄hɛ i ̍ge ̍ē de oko̍o 

 ē tū īkpō yī wɔ geē̍ gbo̍ ē gɛ ni.̍” 

 E̍ che ɔ ̍ikpo̍ hīka, “ɔc̄hɛ ge ̍ta ̍ɔnyā yī nū  

 ma ̍- lihɔ nɛ?” 

 

Now let us look at the reported speech pronouns. Notice 

that direct quotation marks are never used.  The subject –– 

Reported speech pronoun is underlined. 

1. E̍ ka amɔl̍ɔ  i ̍je ̍īpū ni.̍ 

2. O̍ ka aɔl̍ɔ  -  ɔc̄hɛ ɔdwɔb̄i ̍nɛ. 

3. Ɔ̍lɔ  ge ̍ka de anu̍ gɛ. 

4. E̍ ka aɛl̍ɛ  ge ̍yɛ wā. 

5. Ala ̍ ɔl̍ɔ - āchɛ ongmo̍ ac̍hɛ nɛ. 

6. Ɛ̍lɛ  geē̍ de ihī onīpīpɛ ̄bu re ̍o̍bū. 
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Please read this story below. 

 

Iju i ̍ɔjā ɔdwɔb̄i ̍ni.̍ 

O̍ i ̍ge ̍de abɔ ̄gwō ojōre ̍ni,̍ a ē re?̍ 

Ādā, Iju - ɔjā ɔdwɔb̄i ̍nɛ. 

O̍ ē ya ̍kana?  

Awɔ nīi ee̍ ma ma ̍in̍iī̍nɛ ̄ma,̍ awɔ geē̍ ngū u lɛlā an̍ɛ? 

Ɔmɔɔ̍m̄a ̍ma ̍a ma ̍Iju je.̍ 

A i ̍gbeyichii̍ ̍ni ̍ji, Ādā. 

Po̍ gɛ ko̍ō, Ādā. 

Iju ē de abɔ ̄gwō ɔjāmɔjā chac̍ha.̍ 

Ɔlaā̍ - ochic̍hi ̍nɛ. 

Iga, lipi,̍ ojōre ̍bal̍a ɔjā ehēhī kpaa̍. 

Ode, ɔna ̍hɔ ̄ma ̍nīi n yɛɛ ̄re ̍ojōre ̍kūtū. 

Ɔlaā̍ - in̍gɔɔ̍ ochic̍hi ̍nɛ, Ādā. 

Iju ge ̍wā la ojōre ̍ma,̍ o̍ ē ngū abɔ ̄fiy̍ɛ-̍fiy̍ɛ-̍fiy̍ɛ.̍ Yenyi ̍yī 

iga ̍ɔlaā̍, o̍ ē de gba ē tū la ojōre ̍de ɔc̄hɛ. 
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Appendix A:    Answers to Exercises:Appendix A:    Answers to Exercises:Appendix A:    Answers to Exercises:Appendix A:    Answers to Exercises:    
Exercise 1Exercise 1Exercise 1Exercise 1                    Page 9Page 9Page 9Page 9    

1. ata, 2. abā, 3. yaribacha, 4. agba. 

Exercise 2  Exercise 2  Exercise 2  Exercise 2                      Page 10Page 10Page 10Page 10    

1. ɛbɛ, 2. ābādā, 3. ɔchɛ, 4. ukpo ɔchi,̍  

5. yɛchɛ, 6. ag̍ban̍a, 7. lɛmiyɛ,  8. abā.  

Exeercise 3Exeercise 3Exeercise 3Exeercise 3                    Page 11Page 11Page 11Page 11    

1. ɔkɔ, 2. wɔgɔ, 3. yɛnɔ, 4. wɔḡɔ.̄ 

Exercise 4Exercise 4Exercise 4Exercise 4                    Page 12Page 12Page 12Page 12    

1.rihī, 2. ihi, 3. ibi, 4. ichichi. 

Exercise 5Exercise 5Exercise 5Exercise 5                    Page 13Page 13Page 13Page 13    

1. oblib̍li,̍ 2. abahi,̍ 3. līpu̍, 4. wɔḡɔ,̄ 5. ibi,  

6. inyi, 7. ɔnyāku̍, 8. ɔkɔ,̍ 9. ɔc̄hī, 10. Ɔwɔ. 

Exercise 6Exercise 6Exercise 6Exercise 6                    Page 14Page 14Page 14Page 14    

1. ababal, 2. abahi,̍ 3. līpu̍, 4. achɔ ɔla,̍ 5. ɛbā,  

6. inyi,  7. ɔnyaku̍, 8. ɔkɔ,̍ 9. ɔla,̍ 10. īhī. 

Exercise 7Exercise 7Exercise 7Exercise 7                    Page 16Page 16Page 16Page 16    

1. o̍bi,̍ 2. ɔkɔ, 3. ogbogbo, 4. oblib̍li,̍ 5. wɔrɔ ̄6. wɔnā, 7. okpo̍kpo,̍ 

8. ɔkū, 9. o̍gra, 10. ob̍i, 11. Ɔwɔ, 12. ɔc̍hɛ.̍ 

Exercise 8Exercise 8Exercise 8Exercise 8                    Page 18Page 18Page 18Page 18    

1.egedebiya, 2. yenyī, 3. ɛbɛ,̍ 4. okpeh̍e,̍ 5. ɛdu, 6.lēchi,  

7. ajɛ, 8. ējē, 9. yeb̍ū, 10. yɛwū.  

Exercise 9Exercise 9Exercise 9Exercise 9                    Page 20Page 20Page 20Page 20    

1. eyī / ikprīyī, 2. ɔku, 3. yekū, 4. olībobo, 5. obījo̍,  

6. uba, 7. ic̍hɛ, 8. ichi,̍ 9. ɔcha, 10. lɛwu̍, 11. ɔc̍hɛ,̍ 12. aru̍, 

13. anyī, 14. ohuduū, 15. akamu.  
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Exercise 10 Exercise 10 Exercise 10 Exercise 10                     Page 22    Page 22    Page 22    Page 22        

1. ogbogbo, 2.ɔbagu, 3. ligbo, 4. lɛgba,  5, ɔb̍a,̍ 6. gbɛriy̍a,̍ 

7. wɔgbɔ, 8. go̍go̍, 9. ogbōtu̍, 10. gɛbɛlā. 

Exercise 11Exercise 11Exercise 11Exercise 11                    Page 23Page 23Page 23Page 23    

1.Ɔngwɛḡā, 2. ɛngu̍, 3. wɔn̄gū, 4. lɛngū. 

Exercise 12Exercise 12Exercise 12Exercise 12                    Page 25Page 25Page 25Page 25    

1. lɛgba,̍ 2. ɔrɔkpa,̍ 3. aru̍, 4. iklih̍u, 5. arāapa.    

Exercise 13Exercise 13Exercise 13Exercise 13                    Page 26Page 26Page 26Page 26    

ihiyat̍a,̍ 2. ɔhā, 3. lɛhiy̍ɛ, 4. o̍hle, 5. ɔgah̍a,̍ 6. wɔhā. 

Exercise 14Exercise 14Exercise 14Exercise 14                    Page 27Page 27Page 27Page 27    

1.  angmɔ,̄ 2. ngū, 3. ngma,̍ 4. ngra,̍ 5. ngmo̍, 6. gbla,  

7. angmārangmā, 8. mɔchīmɔchī. 

Exercise 15Exercise 15Exercise 15Exercise 15                    Page 28Page 28Page 28Page 28    

1. inyɛr̄ɔ,̄ 2. inyi, 3. ɔnyāku̍, 4. ɔnyīyɛr̄ɔ,̄ 5. ɔn̍ya. 6. ɔnyā, 

7. otu̍, 8. ɔma,  9. ɔya, 10. inyi, 11. nyi.     

Exercise 16 a Exercise 16 a Exercise 16 a Exercise 16 a                     Page 32Page 32Page 32Page 32    

1111. u̍cha, 2. wɔna,̍ 3. lɛgbā, 4. lɛba,̍ 5. wɔn̄ā.     

Exercise 16  bExercise 16  bExercise 16  bExercise 16  b                        

1. otu̍, 2. ɔnyā, 3. aru̍, 4. ohū, 5. yɛh̄ī, 6. yenyi, 7. olib̍obo,  

8. agba. 

Exercise 17AExercise 17AExercise 17AExercise 17A                    Page 35Page 35Page 35Page 35    

1. . ag̍wā, 2. atɛ,̍ 3. ab̍ɔ,̄ 4. lɛchɔ,̄ 5. lɛgɔ,̄ 6. ɔnyā, 7. anyī,  

8. o̍go, 9. ad̍ā, 10. amɛ,̄11.wɔg̍ā, 12.ac̍ha, 13. lɛb̍a, 14. lɛhu̍, 

Exercise 17bExercise 17bExercise 17bExercise 17b    

1. ag̍wā, 3. ab̍ɔ,̄ 9. ad̍ā, 14. wɔg̍ā.     
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Exercise 18Exercise 18Exercise 18Exercise 18                    Page 36Page 36Page 36Page 36----37373737    

yɛh̄ī, 2. o̍be, 3. lɛc̄hɔ,̄ 4. ik̍u, 5.atɛ,̍ 6. yɛwu, 7. ohū, 8. 

yēkpē, 9. amɛ,̄ 10. yac̍hī, 11. yɛl̍ɛ,̍ 12. u̍chā,      

1. Exercise 19Exercise 19Exercise 19Exercise 19                    Page 39Page 39Page 39Page 39    

ɔrɔ,̄ 2. ābādā, 3. ɔpu, 4. ɔk̍u̍, 5. ɔc̄hī, 6. ɔyi,̍ 7. wɔlɛ,̍ 8. ɔchā, 

9. o̍gbo̍, 10. lɛḡɔ,̄ 11. yɛh̄ī, 12. wɔgɔ.      

1.1.1.1.    Exercise 20Exercise 20Exercise 20Exercise 20                    Page 42Page 42Page 42Page 42    

1. oko̍oba, 2. hɛb̄ɛ,̄ 3. chɔwɛ, 4. aprii̍ja, 5.chrɛm̄iyɛ,6. irii̍du, 

7. biya, 8. okwii̍hi, 9. ito̍odo, 10. oko̍o Igede. 

Exercise 21Exercise 21Exercise 21Exercise 21                    Page 43Page 43Page 43Page 43    

1. cha,̍ 2. jɛ,̄ 3. wā, 4. gɔ ̄5. bu, 6. ma, 7. la.̍ 

Exercise 22 (a)Exercise 22 (a)Exercise 22 (a)Exercise 22 (a)                    Page 44Page 44Page 44Page 44----45454545    

1. otu̍, 2. onōbi,̍ 3. u̍tu. 

Exercise 22 (bExercise 22 (bExercise 22 (bExercise 22 (b)        

1. lɛgba,̍ 2. oko̍oba, 3. aprii̍ja, 4. irii̍du, 5. okwii̍hi, 

6. ito̍odo, 7. oku̍, 8. ohū, 9. lɛhu̍, 10. lɛt̍ā, 11. yɛḡwā,  

12. lɛba,̍ 13. ɔnyā, 14. iho̍. 

Exercise 23Exercise 23Exercise 23Exercise 23                    Page 47Page 47Page 47Page 47    

1. u̍nu̍, 2. o̍gbo̍, 3. yɛl̍ɛ,̍ 4. go̍go̍. 

Exercise 24Exercise 24Exercise 24Exercise 24                    Page 48Page 48Page 48Page 48    

1.u̍dō, 2. ūkū, 3. ōrōkpō, 4. īpū, 5. inyɛr̄ɔ,̄ 6. ɛw̍a.̍ 

 Exercise 25Exercise 25Exercise 25Exercise 25                    Page 49Page 49Page 49Page 49    

1. ac̍hi,̍ 2. ap̍u̍plɛ ̍3. ōkpōkōlō, 4. lɛbā, 5. ākārīkā 6. wɔn̄gū, 

7. ɔh̍i,̍ 8. lɛlā, 9. ɔnɛ.̄        
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Exercise 26Exercise 26Exercise 26Exercise 26                    Page 50Page 50Page 50Page 50    

1. orī, 2. ābādā, 3. ihu, 4. imākɔ, 5. yakpa, 6. ih̍i,̍ 7. ihī,  

8. ohi,̍ 9. ihi, 10. ɔn̄ɛ.̄ 

Exercise 27.Exercise 27.Exercise 27.Exercise 27.                    Page 53Page 53Page 53Page 53    

1. u̍cha, 2. ākpākā, 3 Akpakpa, 4. ac̍hɛ,̍ 5. lihī, 6. ac̍hi,̍  

7. iro̍go. 

Exercise 28Exercise 28Exercise 28Exercise 28                    Page 55Page 55Page 55Page 55    

1. ɔyɔɔ̍, 2. yɛɛ,̄ 3. yōō, 4. igbii̍ji, 5. oyii̍je, 6. ayii̍ju,  

7. oo̍tū, 8. lwaa.̍ 

1. Exercise 29 Exercise 29 Exercise 29 Exercise 29                     Page 58Page 58Page 58Page 58    

1. Okō de oku̍ ku okū la lɛhu̍. 

2. Agbo̍ yɛyɛ yɛy̍ɛ.̍ 

3. Anyā āchɛ ɛnɛ bī aya ̍la okwii̍hi. 

4. Yɛɛ ̄wib̍i ku ga oe.̍ 

Exercise 30Exercise 30Exercise 30Exercise 30                    Page 61Page 61Page 61Page 61    

1. igbīihu, 2. ikrīihu, 3. obrīihu, 4. arāapa, 5. okwii̍hi,  

6. irɛɛ̍hi, 7. yɛrɔ,̄ 8. ichɛɛ̄hi. 

Exercise 31Exercise 31Exercise 31Exercise 31                    Page 66Page 66Page 66Page 66    

1. Wɔn̍ā gāla ̍yanɔ ̄la ɔn̄ɛ.̄ 

2. Ābɔȳi ̍bū la yabū. 

3. Ik̍ɔdɔ yī nū mōmu la ojōre.̍ 

4. O̍ cha la o̍go wā la wɔlɛ ̍la ɔn̄ɛ.̄ 

5. O̍ yɛ la ogblo̍ la abɔ ̄bɛɛ̍n̄ɛ.̄ 
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Exercise 32Exercise 32Exercise 32Exercise 32                    Page 69Page 69Page 69Page 69    

1. Ɔfana - ɔlwɔdu nɛ. 

2. Ajima - ɔɔn̍ɛ ̍yī Ote ̍nɛ. 

3. Ɔmar̍i ɔya yī Otūji - ɔnyāku̍ gbaa̍ ̍nɛ. 

4. Ɔlwɔhu̍ - ɔlyɛrɔ ̄nɛ. 

Exercise 33Exercise 33Exercise 33Exercise 33                    Page 69Page 69Page 69Page 69    

1. Alɛw̍a ̍ga yɛrɔ ̄yī A̍dɔḡā. 

2. Alɛw̍a ̍yī ɔḡɔ ̄- ac̍hɛ ̍yī A̍dɔḡā nɛ. 

3. A̍dāyi ̍- ɔlɛw̍a ̍ɔḡɔ ̄nɛ. 

4.A̍dɔḡā bī ɛbɛ ̍bū la ac̍hi ̍wā la wɔlɛ.̍ 

Exercise 34Exercise 34Exercise 34Exercise 34                    Page 71Page 71Page 71Page 71    

1. O̍ bī ihī ga ̍ac̍hi.̍ 

2. Abā yī Ābɔȳi ̍wa ̍ɛbɛ.̍ 

3. A̍dāyi ̍ga yɛrɔ ̄chichi. 

4. Ajima wu̍ ɔnyā. 

Exercise 35Exercise 35Exercise 35Exercise 35                    Page 73Page 73Page 73Page 73    

Inyakā Bal̍a ɔnyā yī nūInyakā Bal̍a ɔnyā yī nūInyakā Bal̍a ɔnyā yī nūInyakā Bal̍a ɔnyā yī nū    

Inyakā ɔhiy̍ɛr̄ɔ ̄gbaa̍ ̍nɛ. 

Ɛ̍ru ɔnyā yī Inyakā nɛ. 

E̍ hɔ ̄la ɛbɛ U̍nyi. 

Inyakā bī ɔla ̍la inyaka yī arī. 

Inyakā de ɔla ̍wɔw̄ā bī la abɔ ̄nyaa̍.̍ 

Inyakā wu̍ ɔn̍ya la ac̍hi ̍bī ga yɛrɔ.̄ 

Inyīnya rɛ la yɛrɔ ̄yī Inyakā. 

Ɔnyā yī Inyakā chē inyīnya la yɛrɔ.̄ 
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Exercise 36Exercise 36Exercise 36Exercise 36                    Page  75Page  75Page  75Page  75    

1. Lɛc̍hɛ ē lā lɛk̍ɛk̍ɔ.̍ 

2. Anu̍ ē hɔ ̄lɛk̍ɛk̍ɔ.̍ 

3. yebo̍o yɛ ̄ē yal̍a iyē yɛy̍ɛ.̍ 

4. Aa ̍āchɛ ɛpɛpa ē ta ̍yaha yī ɔnyā ūkpo̍he. 

    

Exercise 37Exercise 37Exercise 37Exercise 37                    Page 76Page 76Page 76Page 76    

1. O̍ ē he ɔrɔ ̄lɛ wɔnyɛ kpɛɛ̍ji. 

2. ūnōowu  ē  hwō Okō gbaa̍.̍ 

3. A̍ngmo̍ji ē gwō angmɔ ̄gbaa̍.̍ 

4. Lɛc̍hɛ ē nū, upu̍ū nū. 

5. Ɔmar̍i ē tɔh̍i ̍yī ugū. 

    

Exercise 38Exercise 38Exercise 38Exercise 38                    Page 78Page 78Page 78Page 78    

1. A̍dāmed̍e ̍i ̍tɔɔ̍na ni.̍ 

2. Ɔga ̍i ̍geē̍ wā ni.̍ 

3. O̍ i ̍ga ɔk̍pa ni.̍ 

4. Ɔmāgū i ̍ga ochubi ni.̍ 

5. ihu i ̍bū la yɛrɔ ̄ni.̍ 

    

Exercise 39Exercise 39Exercise 39Exercise 39                    Page 80Page 80Page 80Page 80    

1. i ̍u̍kpāā ni.̍ 

2. i ̍ami ni.̍ 

3. i ̍Aric̍ha ka ani.̍ 

4. Ɔwɔ i ̍gbwɔlā ni.̍ 
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Exercise 40Exercise 40Exercise 40Exercise 40                    Page 81Page 81Page 81Page 81    

i ̍īhī yī Ɔfana bī ma ̍an̍i?̍ 

īhī ɔlaā̍-i ̍iyī Ɔfana ni.̍ 

Ɔfana i ̍hī yɛrɔ ̄je ̍ni.̍ 

O̍ i ̍ gɔ ̄iwu̍ mɛ je ̍ni.̍ 

Ɔjā kat̍a ̍nīi o̍ ē ya ̍ma-̍ejē. 

O̍ i ̍tū ɔngrɔɔ̄ ni.̍ 

O̍ i ̍chī tū ɔnyā ni.̍ 

Ɔgɔḡā bɛb̍ɛ ̍ē ɔjā yī nū an̍ɛ. 

Ɔgbla ami chɔɔ̍. 

E̍ ɛhlɛb̍i ̍gbo ad̍ā yī nū an̍i ̍?  

Exercise 41Exercise 41Exercise 41Exercise 41                    Page 85Page 85Page 85Page 85    

1. Ā i ̍ku la u̍tu gɛ ni.̍ 

2. Ā i ̍de ɔchi ̍wɔlɛ ̍ɔhal̍ɔha ̍de ɔ ̄ni.̍ 

3. Ā i ̍ma ̍ɔc̄hɛ la ɔpɔp̄u hɛhɛ tū ɔ ̄ni.̍ 

4. Ā i ̍chɛ ̄nīi ayi ̍ehēhī ge ̍tū blaa̍ anu̍ ni.̍ 

Exercise 42Exercise 42Exercise 42Exercise 42                    Page 91Page 91Page 91Page 91    

1. Lɛlā yī Ɔga ̍ɔplabɔ ̄nɛ/. 

2. O i ̍lɛ u wɔnyɛ ni/̍. 

3. Okro̍biya de  pīya ɔngrɔɔ̄ mɛ/̍. 

4. Iju ka ɔl̍ɔ de ya ̍anu̍ oto̍tu̍/. 

Exercise 43Exercise 43Exercise 43Exercise 43                    Page 92Page 92Page 92Page 92    

1.O̍ ka ɔl̍ɔ lɛ wɔnyɛ chɔɔ̍! 

2.Upu i ̍tu̍ba ̍gɛ ni ̍o! 

3.In̍ak̍u ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍iwo̍o! 

4.Yɛchɛ ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍choku lɛhu̍ yī anu̍ goo! 

5. Ɔfana ka ɔl̍ɔ ge ̍ey̍ē, ādā! 
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Exercise 44Exercise 44Exercise 44Exercise 44                    Page 96Page 96Page 96Page 96    

Speci#c, 2. General, 3. General, 4. General, 

 5. Speci#c, 6. General, 7. General, 8. Speci#c, 

 9. General, 10. Speci#c. 

Exercise 45Exercise 45Exercise 45Exercise 45                    Page 98Page 98Page 98Page 98    

1. alɔ, 2. ala,̍ 3. ɔ,̍ 4. wɔ, 5. wa,̍ 6. um. 

Exercise 46Exercise 46Exercise 46Exercise 46                    Page 99Page 99Page 99Page 99 

1. anu̍, 2. aa,̍ 3. anu̍, 4. awɔ, 5. aa,̍ 6. aa.̍ 
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