WOCHIIJE BALA ARIYECHE YI YALA
(Yala Proverbs and Other Wise Sayings)

The Yala Proverbs and Wise Sayings consist of direct proverbs, direct
quotations from humans, animals and plants, with meanings based on the
socio-cultural and religious beliefs of the Yala people.

The following Wise Sayings and Proverbs are illustrative:

1. Yeje i h3 la wole ni, otukii ré ebé.
When the tiger was not at home, the mongoose consumes more prey.

2. Ibrichaku i h5 la wol¢ ni, ihu € gwo Ogrinya.
When the cat is not at home, the rats dance the Music of Heroes/warriors.

3.E & de 2ja gla okoo ta geéé de lengii ni.
No one passes food omitting the mouth to the nose.
4.1hi ijéni € bi ojiya gée de okonu ane.
Yam not well-cooked is the cause of rumbling noise for the mouth.

5.0chi gé je kana-kana, aje ma ane.
No matter how majestic a tree stands, the earth is the mother.

6. Woma okii emi nipi réka woma okii emi nipi.

The generation of the ancestral parent surely affects the offspring.
7. Ebe¢yeenyi ya b3oja nii ohii i ya 5 ni ma.

A fish acts as if it is not affected by the cold of the water.
8. Y&graa nii ana i wa ni ma, yeka mla oji?

When the wild fruits fail, what do monkeys feed on?
9.Dche ochréer i € ku er5 ni.

A messenger is not held responsible because of the message delivered.
10. E & tii inyi yekwraa ni.

It's unwise to invite an elephant to labour festivals.



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

E € gla olibobo € miy€ igbepa ni.
A man cannot deceive a foolish woman twice in sexual relation.

Ola nii pa ukaj> nii uhwi de ya aklogo.
The heat of fire on a piece of pottery scents to the piece of calabash.

Are ona nii n i ma pi mle ni nii 6 geé ma ta nyi ola ma?
If I do not have enough spittle to swallow, where could I produce enough
to put out a burning fire?

Obriihu ch3chiya ge héta la lepa.
A bore-holed pottery breaks following the holes.

Okii yi y¢hi chiya la ab3 y1 oyoookai.

A weak pottery usually breaks in the hands of an orphan.

Iyamwdononi ka ¢le gé bi likii ga ogra.
A non-contributor asks for a burial ceremony to be extended to the play
ground.

Oyi nii i ye yi yeche ni ma ka ¢le ge de ari ku yan3 de anu.
A child unlikely to survive asks for his/her palm-fruits to be fried with
palm oil.

Ijé ebe nii & ngmo ni, jé ebe nii 6 che la oda.
One who does not know how the person died, but is present where the
body lies in state.

E & he wora tii yanyl ga wg> ni.

No one can put a price on a Rabbit still in its hole.

E & de obakuku ta Dwo léba ni.

No one can hide from God by any secret movement.

E & de 1kpéé oroodru che ugii wara ni.

No one sends a threshed grain seed through the fowls for sale.
Ugii yi wol¢ le ikpo emémi.

A domestic fowl is looked upon as being very filthy.



23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Achi tii ar5 oplégla.
Information can be gathered while in the bush. (The bush have ears.)

Olicho jé ari op3piya ane.
It is one who is on the tree who is able to prove that the palm fruits are
really ripe for harvest.

Otaanyi i po lehi ni. Dtaanyi i ta lehi ni.
Hatred does not listen to offer of love.
Hatred does not care if love is offered.

Ichakure re wohe ngmo imori ma, aba nii 0 gee che akwa € ga
ma?

Since the forest squirrel killed the forest vine by witch, where does it have
left to climb through the forest?

Okwrichi h¢é woma, 6 h¢ iga ni.
Although an old woman has stopped bearing children, she has not stopped
passing excreta.

Y&hi olibi i wu ab3 yi ola me ni.

A smoke-filled cooking pot cannot stop being used on fire.

Tho yi inyi i j€ inyi ni.

The load on the elephant's structure is never too much for him.
itaaka hla léta ji.

The desire of having laps by the cricket is vanity.

Olemiye le otlingurangura.

A hungry person is an angry person.

Léta i ti yeyl ni ma, o € ka lepd yi yeyi ni.

Since a cricket has no blood, it does not listen to blood case.
€nuiigd ka hika ayi yi ant ¢le & bi anu ikpo gaa rimiimi ane.
The mother hen says, it is her chicks that take her to the dumps.



34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Leene yi ikpari i hwohi ni; leené yi abrind hwohi ane.
The pairing of palm kernels in a shell shows no love;
The pairing of groundnuts in a shell demonstrates real love.

Yoo ka andlo i ge€ ma ogblo la eyi nii ogblo 51> € gwo anu ni.
The dog says he will not allow himself to be beaten by a stick he has seen
coming towards him.

Yabla ka 3o ge hi lehu ode gbo ochi hi wokpa opa la yeno.
Dykar antelope says that it is better to hit the head against trees than to let
one's skin spread to be dried in a courtyard.

Okrika ka yah3 nii andl> h5 la yenyi ma nii andl> h5 la ucheé
ane.

The crab says, his life situation in the river-bed is the same as the one in
the fish trap, so he cares less.

Oga Abiyeho ka, ab3 gbudugbudu 51> ngma la oy33ya;
Olb i ngma la oroore ni.
The hare says, many hands in work is better than many hands in food.

Igbru ka 2jdonye 3lo & fiy¢ onye eyi ane.
The yam-biscuit says, it's only those who know the value of food who
clean up with a blow of air before eating.

Eyi ma oloja de lela ka la ajaje.
When the eye sees the person being spoken about, the voice is lowered.

Ima okloo ni de ab5 gbo origo.
One who could not have access to a calabash cup with a handle is likely
to pick a piece of calabash without a handle.

Onyaku nii ku wdga de 25p€ ma, 29p€ ma, 29pE ge de jE, 0 €
ku de onyaku.

If an elderly person catches locust for a child, when the child is matured,
he is obliged to provide for the elder in return.

Oja wab3b3 yi onye i pa onye ola la ab3 ni.
What belongs to a person cannot implicate him in usage.



44. Upla ma ebe re kogbo de ay¢echi.

Upla is a savanna tree which stands is isolation from other trees. For that
reason, it can boast to other trees concerning overcrowding.

45. N twote yi okrakpa, n i ma okrakpa ni;

N ga lekpa yi okrakpa, n kpo akrakpa yi okrakpa.
I hunted for pangola lizards but found none;
When 1 visited the habitat forest, I found skeltons of the lizards.

46. E € he ihu owu yi uwi owowi ni.
No one can ban rats from stealing.

47. Lihu Inaku ta leki de yachu chiya apii.
The man (Lihu Inaku) sent a fist blow that split a tree bark off.

Note: The three sentences above (45, 46, and 47) are utterances which are very
difficult to utter speedily in succession. They may be better referred to as,
“Hard Utterances in Yala”.

48. Dchi ku obt ni, 5che i hu ihu la anu ni.
Except a tree is dead, no one finds a mushroom on it.

49. Ikpriima ok ni, 0 € hu yeje ni.
Except the eyes witness the dead, it is difficult to shed tears.
50. Ibani de woji doko; ob3ba chi de woji doko.
To do or not to do, human energy is wasted.
51. Ikpo nii bi aje gé de ojw3la.
It is the feet that carry sand to the mat/bed.
52. Dgura i j€ ni nii Dtraa gee j€ ane?

If the swallowing of a lump is not enough, can the licking of liquid be
enough?

53. Achi tii ar> oplégla.

The bush has ears to hear. (Someone may be there in the bush.)
54. Eyi epepa ma 2ja, dja i bi ni.

Two eyes (witnesses) are better than one.



55.

56.

S57.

58.

€nya j€ ogbo, 0 € che Igg3.
When the pursuit is too tough for the mongoose, it enters the hole.

Ochi re ni, wongma i ba ni.
If there are no poles, the fencing does not stand.

Abiyeho tii wor3 gla lehu ta, ka aja 31o ngma la ojréemiye
hohi.

The hare/rabbit has long ears (above the head) saying, “Things need to be
extra enough.”

Ombd3ma la eyi lwonyonye; 0joj€ la ikpo lakanya.
To watch a dance is interesting, but to perform alike is difficult.

59. Ap3 hi rikii era gaa wole ane.

60.

It is quarreling that invites death to the family.

Ohlehu-ryeje-gwa ka oja yi onye 5o i 1a la aje nii onye 515 ga
uwini.
One who sells his head (life) for a drink says, “One does not have a

valuable and go out for stealing.”

61. Yend ye gaa Okpame me.

The sun is setting towards the Western Yalaland

62. Ikpo ki iy3bi; ihi olecha ane.
The feet take the lead in traveling, but the back takes all

the abusive gossips

63. Eié de obakuku ta Dwo l¢ba ni

No one can hide a camouflaged advance from God.

64. Okii-yghi chiya la ab3 yi oyookd.
A weak clay pottery usually break in the care of of an

orphant.



65. [jé ebe nii € ngmo ni, jé ebe nii é che la oda
One who had no ideas of how someone died could see
the dead-body on the bed before burial.

66. Dlyére ka ola 5lo ngma la obgedo kpaa!

An insane concluded that fire is a good investment

67. Yegwa ka opy€ anu op3pyé d1o lela ane, ongmo anu
ongmoongmo 3o i lela ni.
The snake concluded that it was the person who found
him first that is responsible for his death. The one who

killed him is not responsible for the murder.

68. Oku ka andlo piyihita me, anslo i po legba y1 oyi ge ni
The dead proclaimed that he has turned his back to the earth, he has no
feeling towards the wailing child

69. Okrika ka yah3 nii anslo h3 la yenyi ma nii andlo h3 la uché
ane.
The crab concluded it is the same sitting she sat in the water that she
find herself in the fish-trap

70. Dyegje 1 tiuhwi yi lekpa y1 ada yi nii ni.

The tiger's cub is never afraid of the father's forest

71. Okonu hi u kpée — word hi u doo
As soon as the mouth moves to speak, the esophagus moves to

correspond.

72. Yewuna ka andlo geé gwo ma, oyi y1 anu 315 ge ma anu la oko
The spark (singing bird) advised that whenever she is singing, her chick
should look at her beck



73. Olyeklo i € bu ochi ni.

The poor person need not castrate his/her animals.

74. Okpd3r3 opidplaa ge blatt agege yi nii
One who is fun of taking too much of slippery soup on his balls of

pounded-yam should watch out for spillage on his chest.

75. €ga ojiihi, € € ngmo la ogblo

The last of the troop of soldier ant is bound to be brutally killed.

76. Dja okwiyan3 = i akaakra ni

Food made out of red palm oil is not only Akra (fried beans cakes).

77. Uji y1 ada 1a gbo oyi yi nii.

What a father is hated for passes on to the son.

78. TIkpekpe obaab3lotii ka anslo bd3ba yi lela
The beetle pupa with hand across its chest claims that it is in that

posture for desolation.

79. A gé de ukpochi ku engu, lela gee gbo.

If anyone hit the honey with a stick, there will surely be trouble.

80, A ge de achi tii ola, a ge€ ma wogd (je wogd)
If one set bush on fire, he will surely see the black-hawk (know the black
hawk).

81. A ge ch€ ewu gdga, a € beedod yi €ho.
If you are fun of collecting plenty fire-woods, you are bound to harvest

all kind of ants.



82. Dnya le rérere ingdd ji, ojooje ne.

No matter how tiny a needle is, it is all metal.

83. Eb¢ nii anya i ré ni ma, €€ tti oma hw3 3 ni.
Any meat (food) the woman (cook) does not eat she will surely not put

enough salt (cook well).

84. E de ikpo de ugii la wocha, wonp 13 la otil.

When a chicken is hurt on the wings, the pain is centred on the mind

85. Ubl¢gnyi — onyaku yi angiiu ne; angiiu chi lwohdhu hé
ublegnyi.
The tongue is older tan the teeth; but the teeth is by far stronger than the
teeth.

86. £ga ge chE ga oka-yewii obii nii alo a2 ma ejé yi yewd.
Let the soldier ants enter the goats' pen before me see how the goats

could dance.

87. DOnya cdwoma i da wolé¢ ni.

A barren woman is not invaluable in a home.

88. A y¢¢gla, a ya iyi wo.

Whatever you do, you do to yourself (boomerangs)

89. Dlyele hwohi he Sche owiyemws.

An insane person is better than a drunk person

90. Yabla ka oku gbo ingdo 315 hi yayi o95n¢ anu otii ane.
The brown dykar said that to die in such manner is what its brother

white dykar deserves.



91. Yoo ka andlo gé ma ogblo la eyi, ogblo 515 i gwo anu ni.
The dog says that if he see a club about to hit him, he doesn't allow
himself to be hit.

92. Wobi hi oloja oti.

One who is ugly loves himself.

93. Dnyaku de 5gddd che la oko chikpo hika: iyi iy5bii bala iyi
okwiihi ma ona 51> g5ga ma?
An elder carrying his staff on his shoulder ask ‘which end of the staff —

front or behind is longer?

94. Uruu ka yenyi yi 3chi 515 ér hiya ayuiri.
The stripped antelope claimed that drinking of water early in the morning

breaks hunger net.

95. Dgabiyeho ka, ab53 gbudu-gbudu 515 ngma la oy33ya; 510 i ngma
la orooreé ni.
The hare said that many hands at work is fitting for working, but not

fitting for food consuming.

96. Yent ka achi 515 ge wola obii nii ¢€le ge ma enya la ubi.
The brown antelope said that people should wait to see how fast it can

run when the field is burnt.

97. DyJo ofiyaje i le baa yend ni

A shining moon light is not equivalent to a broad day light.

98. Yala de utu; o i de lehu ni.
The buttocks (of a daughter) is wholly given (to a man) but the head is
not given by Yala.

99. Wohu la la ukpoku.
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Strength is derived from the bone.

100. Lela nii 1a 1a aje ma nii ejé de piya wichiije ane.
It is the background of an incident that makes a song to become

proverbial.

101. Ab5 yi onya omayi i lwonye la or3 ni.

A mother of many children does not cook well.

102. Dchi i re ni, wongma ba la 0ji?

If there are no fixed poles, where would the mat fence be bound.

103. A yarare ma 2ja, dja yarare € ma wd! A pu kpee€ ya 0ja, oja
gwa enyenya suu!
If one stands looking at a job, the work stands looking back at him. If

however, one bend down to do the work, the work starts running away

at full speed.

104. Obuiigi chokoo yi 5pa ab3 ohoohu obii 1a onya yi ni.
The cock promises fathoms of cloths to the wife before having sexual

relationship.

105. Oloko € h¢ ebé¢ 1a okd de oyi
The giant fishing bird feed its young one by using her beak to cut the

fishes into its mouth.
106. A ta dkpa ku aje, a de € hu; a ta okoo ku aje, a i € hu 5 me ni.
If one fixes a spear to the ground, one can easily retrieve it; but if one

hits a point to the target, it cannot be easily erased.

107. E i & kityeno la abw5ht gaa aje ni.

No one can forcefully bring down the sun to set.
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108. N j5j€ gé du yewu, n i jé 5chi nii yewu ngma ni.

I grew up to see mountain, I don't know their origin.

109. Lipi ohiyenyi i € po yenyi okwbdla ni.

A waterly vagina cannot be healed with hot water therapy.

110. Ogugu i ma 5pa onyokii ni de oku nyi legba.
Since the owl could not provide the clothing of burial rite, it substituted

it with wailing.

111. Dma yegwa gbo la enya; yegwa oloja gbo la enya.
One who sees a snake usually runs away; while the snake also usually

runs away.

112. Ebe olekurekure € hu yeyi, ebe oligbigbo € bii are.
A short way cut causes blood to spill; while a long way journey causes

sweat to drop.

113. Or5 omomii hwohi hi lemiye ach3cha.

To take some soup is better than no food before going to bed.

114. Ochikpo-l€la = i oliibobo ni.

One who asks to know is not a fool.

115. A miyggbla yi 5che, a € re agbaha limg-limé.

If you imitate a person, you will surely eat raw cocoyam.

116. Leya = ochi okwaje ne; oha charég, a € naa oha.
Friendship is like a walking stick; if the one is broken, you pick up

another.

117. Leéne oh3 la ocha oha le Alijegii wonye gdga.
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Relatives living outside the community are more beloved than the

resident ones.

118. E i & de ari epa é tii la okoo & chiya ugbohe ni.
One does not put two kernels in the mouth and break them at a single

chop.

119. Dkpaaje tii wogbo i & re wogbo ni.
One responsible for fertilizing the banana plant usually is not allowed to

have share of the yields.

120. Ikriihu ma iyi nii lipt ka andlo = okrobiya ne.
When the toad looked at its lower/abdomen skin, it proclaimed that it

is a handsome being.

121. Dwaangiiu, hehe kwakwa me ge/!
You with rotten teeth, laugh loadly! Can you?

122. Ddar> de eyi he¢ obobe.

A deft person is very watchful to answer greetings

123. Olukwrd i € po yend ni.

A hard working person fears no sun heat.
124. Ufiye pi epa, pi eta 0 € gba ori ogb5gba.

When a bundle of brooms drops out one by one — or two by twos, the

binding rope get weakened.

125. A gblaa oyi 3k3ki, a € de oyi priyi.
If one continues to over beautify a child, you make the child to become
blind.

126. Dduu nii é chg nii otd wu olemiye.
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A heavy belching of one person sparks anger to the hungry.

127. Dyd3ja i € ka iyl nu ok3ka ni.

A hard working person need not praise himself.

128. Dk3leyi € de € piya olirwe.

One who is in hurry may end up being the late.

129. 1 ijé apa kata réka ijé ani; ajiana gwotd Sche o0 & ya 3che
nyaa.
It is not only the giant spike tree that can be called dangerous spike; the

minor compound vegetable spike do hurts.

130. E de inyi tréeya, ayirwébe ena géé hohi ma?
If the elephant is badly wounded on the head, who amongst the other

animals could stand in his position?

131. Léta i ti yeyi ni ma, 0 € po lepd yi yeyi ni.
Since the cricket has no blood, it is not interested in listening to cases of
blood.

132. Yehi olibi i € waab3 yi ola me ni.
A blackened cooking pot cannot give up being used for cooking on the

fire.

133. Ichakure re wohe ngmo imori ma, aba nii 6 gée che akwa €
ga ma?
If the forest squirell bewitch the vine to death where does it expect to

climb from tree to tree?
134. Okrichi h¢ woma ga, 6 i h¢ iga ni.

An old woman may be above the age of bearing children; but she is not

above the age of passing stool.
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135. Oligbahi le otiingurangura

A hungry person is endured with angry mood.

136. Olicho jé ari op3piya ane.

It is the climber on the palm tree who knows the palm fruits are ripe.

137. E & ka owiya, 6 & ka obil. E & ka obii; 6 & ka owiya
When all talk about ligbt, he talks about darkness; When all talk about

darkness, he talks about light. He must be a real fool.

138. Aprimama omlégla yi olwol¢ gé ka de olyeche.
A (secret) spider in the (individual) room which is held responsible for

revealing secret talks to individuals outside the environment.

139. Lech3 yi olwol¢ oloja i gba umu joojé ni.
The owner's grinding stone is not regarded as sharp enough to grind

the owner's grain smooth.
140. Eyi ma oloja de lela ka la ajaje.

With the appearance of the person spoken about, whatever is being

said becomes low key.
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